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Welcome to the Tenth Annual Undergraduate Research 
Symposium, hosted by the Ambassadors of the Elliott 
T. Bowers Honors College! This conference provides a 
professional environment in which student scholars can 
share their past, current, and ongoing research. Because 
national studies have shown that undergraduates who 
participate in research are better communicators and more 
effective leaders, the URS acts as a springboard for post 
graduate success. Several of our past participants have gone 
on to experience inspiring professional endeavors which 
have had their foundation at this conference. For those 
faculty who have worked closely with their students during 
preparation for the URS, this accomplishment is a source of 
enormous gratiÞ cation.

The Honors Ambassador co-chairs Everrett Moore, Conner 
Rousseau, and Kristyn Couvillon have worked extraordinarily 
hard over the past year to make this conference an ongoing 
success. This wonderful team worked over the summer 
to overhaul the URS website and registration module to 
ensure ease of navigation during the registration process. 
To encourage student success, they provided information 
links that covered the varied etiquettes of conference 
presentation, from dress to poster design. Additionally, 
they have organized several information sessions, sent 
out information packets to every faculty member on 
campus; they have formed ambassador committees 
for abstract review, communication dissemination, and 
conference logistics; they have chosen new merchandise, 
planned meals, and made decisions about next year’s 
event. Ambassador Raynie Leard has also worked single-
handedly on the design and organization of this year’s 
program, providing invaluable advice and guidance. Again, 
this conference would not possible without the combined 
effort of these highly motivated and professional corps of 
Ambassadors.

A Message from Our Faculty Advisor

Dr. Tracy Bilsing
Faculty Advisor, Co-Chairs and URS Faculty Committee Chair
Assistant Dean, Elliott T. Bowers Honors College

But these students are not the only ones who have dedicated 
themselves to furthering what is now a nation-wide effort 
to promote undergraduate research. Others have been just 
as vigorous in their support, including faculty advisors who 
have helped students with their research, family and friends 
who have come to show their support, faculty and graduate 
student volunteers who have devoted their Saturday to giving 
presenters feedback, staff members who have been working 
overtime to ensure that everyone is fed, given gift bags, 
directed to the right rooms, and checked in properly. The 
Honors College, College Deans, the Professional and Academic 
Center for Excellence (P.A.C.E), the OfÞ ce of Research and 
Sponsored Programs (O.R.S.P.), and the Center for Enhancing 
Excellence in Research Experiences and Creative Activities 
(E.U.R.E.C.A) have generously paid for this event because 
they believe in promoting undergraduate research and in 
supporting the URS. We recognize and deeply appreciate 
their active support of this endeavor. Finally, we especially 
thank Dr. Ken Hendrickson Dean of Graduate Studies and 
Professor of History, for his enthusiastic willingness to serve 
as our luncheon speaker, and Dr. Hiranya Nath, Professor of 
Economics, for his very generous Annual Assam Scholarship 
Award.

Today’s conference celebrates what is best about Sam Houston 
State University: our students, our commitment to excellence in 
education, and our dedication to undergraduate research.
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In 2008, the Honors Student Ambassadors began the Undergraduate Research Symposium (URS). The 
goal was two-fold: to share research with fellow students and to gain experience in preparation for future 
conferences. Today, the URS continues to provide a forum where all SHSU undergraduate students can 
present their research to others in a professional environment while giving students the opportunity to 
gain expertise in their Þ eld and to receive feedback from other scholars and members of the academic 
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Floating or Falling? 
Victoria Makanjuola
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kay Angrove

The Rights and Personhood of Artificial Intelligence
Jaren Crist
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Maria Botero

Why Philosophy With Children?
Corissa Barrow
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Charles Carlson

As Derrida, as Lewis, as Abraham
Treston Smith
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Harris Bechtol

Philosophy: Past, Present, and Future
ROOM
232

Session A

 9:00-10:15

Micro Reflections of the Macro: a Case Study in Beowulf
Clayton Bradshaw
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Bell

Reading in 3D: Bringing a New Meaning to Beowulf and Harry Potter
Tyler Josefsen
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Bell

The Sacred Swords and Beowulf’s Grip
David Bell, Justin Thompson
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Bell

The Similarities Between “The Ruin” and Hrothgar’s Heorot: They’re Not Just Another Beer Joint
Sylvia Halfhil, Paula Tuck
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Bell

Literature: Beowulf and Beyond

ROOM
242A
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Linguistic Ancestry
Jeremy McPhail
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Ervin Malakaj

Heritage Learner Program-A Sam Houston Necessity
Victoria Garcia
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Montse Feu Lopez
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Assessing the Taxonomy of Sexually Dimorphic Wasps Using DNA Squences
Mary Richards
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Carly Tribull

Researching the Taxonomy of Bethylidae
Scott Johnson
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Carly Tribull

Distribution of the Blue Crab (Calliectes sapidus) in a Complex Coastal Ecosystem
Abigail Miller, Shyon Motlagh, Nicole Rathwell
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jeffery Wozniak, Dr. John Alford, Dr. Edward Swim

Determination of the Maxumum Inclusion Rate of CLA in Horses
Hali Behrens-Russell
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Marcy Beverly

Biology: Insect, Crustacean, Mammal
ROOM
232
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Effects of Climate Warming on Tadpole Feeding, Growth, and Waste Production
Terry Ball, Anne Marie Bledsoe
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Carmen Montaña

The Use of Human Femora in the Estimation of Postmortem Interval
Sarah Bivens, Lauren Rudie
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Patrick Lewis

Interactions Between Penned and Native Whitetail Deer
Elizabeth Brindza, Taylor Zobrist
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Doug Ullrich

Using Magnetic Susceptibility to Determine the Age of Drill Cores from the Mozambique Channel
Will Burns, Cameron Chadinha, Britt Mitchell, Joshua Smesny, Shelly Tran
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Gary Acton

Distinct Patterns of Skull Morphology Amoung Austrailian Legless Lizards (Aprasia: Pygopodidae)
Olivia Clark
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Juan Daza

REE Distribution in the V-Intrusive of Central Arkansas
Kristin DeBone
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Pat Harris

Bacterial Composition During Human Cadaver Decomposition in Southeast Texas
Heather Deel
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Aaron Lynne

Does Class Time Influence Student Performance?
Lariat Emley
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Shyam Nair

Heavy Metal Tolerance in Rhodobacter Sphaeroides
Alexis Farmer
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Madhusudan Choudhary

Impact of an Animal Science Course on Student’s Perception on Animal Issues
Kevin Fogelquist
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Shyam Nair

Petrographic Analysis of Silicified Coral from the Manistique Group of the Michigan Basin
Kaitlyn Gauvey
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jonathan Sumrall

Cardiac Functional Decay by Downregulation of Two Novel E2 Ubiquitin Conjugated Enzymes
Javier Gomez
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Anna Blice-Baum

Parasitoid Wasps, Comics, and DIY Entomology - What Can Go Wrong?
Leilani Hamilton
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Carly Trubill

Goat Behavior
Rayne Horton
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Diane Neudorf

A copal gecko from Madagascar
Jordan Hunziker
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Juan Daza

College of Science and 
Engineering Technology

ROOM
320

Session C: Posters
1:30-2:45
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Functional Distance and Establishment of Non-Native Species with Complex Life Cycles
Kelsey Kralman
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Carmen Montaña

What Do Employers Want? An Analysis of An ASET/STEM Career Fair from the Employers‘ Perspective
Alex Lara
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Shyam Nair

Species Co-Occurrence Patterns Along Environmental Gradients in Pond Microhabitats
Clay Laughrey
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Carmen Montaña

An Analysis of Student Safety Education: Student Safety Habits In and Out of the Agricultural Mechanics 
Laboratory

Hannah Lewandowski
Faculty Advisor: Dr. P. Ryan Saucier

Evaluation of Passive Transfer Immunity and Predicting Survivability in Newborn White-Tailed Deer Fawns
Megan Loveless, Samantha Hudson
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kyle Stutts

The Effect of Sucralose in Nauphaeta cinerea
Linette Ly
Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Harper

Are Urban Dwellers Bold?  An Assessment of Personalities in Urban and Rural Birds
Austin Mcilhany, Daniel Nwosuocha
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Diane Neudorf

Crop and Water Allocation for Profit Maximization in Texas High Plains
Brackston McKnight
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Shyam Nair

Petrographic Analysis of Chert WIthin the Manistique Group of the Michigan Basin
Kimberly Moore
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jonathan Sumrall

On the Occurrence of the Stapedial Foramen in Geckos
Hannah Morris
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Juan D. Daza

The Comparison of Broad vs. Narrow Spectrum Antibiotics on the Mucosal Microbiome
Nicholas Nowak
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Todd Primm

Buy, Rent, or Time Share: Birds of Sam Houston State University’s Campus
Thomas O’Connor
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Diane Neudorf

Characterization of Metacaspase II During Programmed Cell Death in Chlamydomonas
William Perez
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Anne Gaillard

Professional Development Needs of Early Career Texas Agricultural Science Teachers: A Focus on Agricultural 
Mechanics Skills

Emily Riggin
Faculty Advisor: Dr. P. Ryan Saucier

Acquisition of Browser Artifacts from Android Devices
Emrah Sariboz
Faculty Advisor : Dr. Cihan Varol

Antibiotic Side Effects: Looking at Intestinal Motility
Rebecca Vaughn
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Todd Primm
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Skull Variation in Plug-nosed Gecko Chatogekko Amazonicus (Gekkota: Sphaerodactylidae) 
Jessica Wright
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Juan Daza

Car Companies Becoming Family
Meghan Calloway
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Brian Blackburne

Clowning Around in Politics
Timothy Child
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Brian Blackburne

The Effect of Acculturation on Psychopathology in Displaced Immigrant Youth
Amanda Downs
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Amanda Venta

Examining Life Satisfaction and Alcohol Use Through Individual Variation in Daily Religious and Spiritual 
Activities

Madison Duane, Catherine Stallard
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Craig Henderson

Rogersville - A Historic Neighborhood In Huntsville
Cherese Evans
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jeff Littlejohn

Discourse for Your Dollar: Using Rhetoric to Reach Goals
Shayne Johnson
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Brian Blackburne

The Flat: A Historic African American Community in Huntsville
Willie Kinch
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jeff Littlejohn

Mindfulness and Forgiveness
Shaelyn Lewis
Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Crosby

Change Blindness: Evaluating Attentional-Based Processing Within the Own-Race Bias
Karima Shehaden, Renee El-Krab
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Anastasi

Practicum in Poker
Daniel Tobin
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Brian Blackburne

Beowulf in Eighth Century Anglo-Saxon England
Daniel Agey, Rebecca Roberts
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Bell

Persuasion: The Power of DVD Plot Synopses
Jordan Anderson
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Brian Blackstone

Maps as Literature
Clayton Bradshaw
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jason Payton

ROOM
302

ROOM
315

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

College of Humanities and Social Sciences
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Musical Gods and Sexual Desires
Krystal Dabney
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michael Demson

What Gets You to the Afterlife
Shelby Dyson
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michael Demson

Fake News
Anne Galloway
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Brian Blackburne

The Eternal Strife of the Raging Barbarian: The Plight of the Pagan Warrior Beowulf
Bryce Gaskey
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Bell

Not Even Once
Cameron Medeiros
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Brian Blackburne

Paradise Lost and Frankenstein
Cheyenne Moore
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Audrey MurÞ n

Zhang Ailing’s “Sealed Off”:Feminism/Femininity and Social Policy in Chinese Literature
Diana Lee O’Quinn
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Audrey MurÞ n

Remnants of Women in Beowulf
Walkyria Orellna, Chloe Spence
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kimberly Bell

The Character of King Arthur
Karisma Paden
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michael Demson

Understanding “A Modest Proposal”
Rebekah Primprose
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Audrey MurÞ n

Huntsville Hospitality
Angela Shackleford, Ashley Goode
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Ching-In Chen

Comics: A Modern Day Mythology?
Treston Smith
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michael Demson

The Relationship between Isokinetic and Field Test Measures in Collegiate Track Athletes
Devin Anderson, Kendall Mehlhorn
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Williams, Dr. Matthew Wagner

Meditation and Althetic Performance
Dakota Bales
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Maria Botero

ROOM
304

College of Health Sciences
College of Criminal Justice
College of Fine Arts and Mass Communication
College of Education
College of Humanities of Social Sciences



26W h e n  d o e s  C h i l d h o o d  A b u s e  R e l a t e  t o  C o n d u c t  P r o b l e m s  A m o n g  I m m i g r a n t  A d o l e s c e n t s ?  E x a m i n i n g  t h e  R o l e  o f  Peer Relationships

Yessica Colin

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Amanda VentaT h e  S H S U  C o m m o n  R e a d e r ,  A n  A s t r o n a u t ’ s  G u i d e  t o  L i f e  o n  E a r t h :  C h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  C o - t e a c h  P r o g r a m  i n  K - 1 2

Kaci Heath

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Nancy Stockall and Dr. Kay AngroveIncidence of Sexual Victimization Among College Students Who Meet Their Perpetrators Online

Cristal Hernandez

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Brandy BlaskoY o u t h - e n i z i n g  D o n  Q u i x o t e :  A  L o o k  a t  t h e  N o b l e s t  K n i g h t  i n  H i s t o r y  a s  H e  i s  I n t r o d u c e d  t o  Y o u n g  R e a d e r s

Isabel Lopez

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Debra AndristQ u a n t i f y i n g  C h a r a c t e r s :  H o w  Y o u r  E m o t i o n s  A f f e c t  B o x  O f f i c e  a n d  R e v i e w s

Zachary McKellar

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Grant WiedenfeldT h e  D r a g :  H u n t s v i l l e ’ s  B l a c k  B u s i n e s s  D i s t r i c t

Brittiany Minor

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jeff LittlejohnA  S y s t e m a t i c  R e v i e w  o f  S t a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  C o u r t  R u l i n g s  o n  T e x a s  P r i s o n  C o n d i t i o n s

Jazmin Palacios

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Harry Daniel ButlerC h i l d  S e x u a l  A b u s e  a n d  T r e a t m e n t s

Shyla Schmidt, Autumn Fogleman

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Naomi TimmU n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  A f r o - G e r m a n ?

Asya Stoudemire

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Erivin MalakajThe Americanization of Texas-German Language and Culture

Andrew Vierkant

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Ervin Malakaj and Dr. Aaron HyamsO n e ,  D o s ,  T r o i s :  B i l i n g u a l  P r o f i c i e n c y  a n d  t h e  A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a  T h i r d  L a n g u a g e

Helen WakeÞ eld, Diego Ibrra

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Helena HalmariT h e  E f f e c t  o f  C o n t r a s t i n g  M u s i c  G e n r e s  o n  C r e a t i v i t y

Bradley Whittington

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jerry Bruce
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The Day the Earth Stood Still
Colton Haas
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jason Enia

Lethal Assistance and the Ukraine Crisis
Heather Penatzer
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jason Enia

The Battle for Tora Bora
Connor Manning
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jason Enia

War, Politics, and Influence: The Effects of the Emancipation Proclamation on the 1862 Mid-Term 
Congressional Elections

Tamara Parsons
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Brian Jordan

Learning From Crisis

Athletes, Slaves, and Inner City Kids
Indya Finch
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Grant Wiedenfeld

What’s Gender Got to Do With It? Presidential Campaigns through Social Media and Interviews
Kayla Brown, Tiffany Wimberly
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Heather Evans

Women in Saudi Arabia
Chase Miller
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Samar Zahrawi

The Effects of Ambient Air Pollution on the Houston Metropolitan Area
Luis Heras, Cassidy Stallworth
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Christian Raschke

Communities: Social and Virtual

Teaching and Learning: Centers of Development

How Do You Consider Children’s Devlopment in Learning?
Rachel Ferguson, Bertha Montanez, Julie Mulkey, Katlyn Watkins
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Elizabeth Lasley

Learning Centers in the Early Childhood Classrooms

y
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at 5.0% and increasing the supplementation level every 3d until signiÞ cant refusals were observed. The GLM 
procedure in SAS was used to detect differences in refusals between oils and supplementation levels. Refusals 
were signiÞ cantly higher when CLA was fed above 5.0% of the concentrate diet (P<0.01) when compared to other 
supplementation levels. Results suggest that 5.0% of the total concentrate diet may be the maximum inclusion rate 
of CLA in an equine model; however, further study is needed to clarify individual variation and potential beneÞ ts of 
supplementing elevated levels of CLA in the horse.

David Bell, Justin Thompson
The Sacred Swords and Beowulf’s Grip

Warriors around the world have cherished sacred weapons since they Þ rst were forged, and the 8th century Danes 
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observation of non-standard interactions, and the associated modiÞ cations to the expected neutrino scattering 
proÞ le and rate will be vital to the estimation of backgrounds for future ultrasensitive dark matter searches.

Jonathan Brown
Green Card

My presentation for the conference program is covering my spoken word piece “Green Card”. The piece describes 
the book, An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth, in correlation to my life experiences. The presentation will begin 
with an introduction, followed by the piece, and end with an analysis of the work. There will not be any technology 
necessary, unless I decide to display my work on a projector. At the very least, I will need a space to perform.

Kayla Brown, Tiffany Wimberly
What’s Gender Got to Do with It? Presidential Campaigns through Social Media and Interviews

Previous research on the effect of gender in elections has excluded the presidency due to the lack of a female 
nominee.  The 2016 election, however, has given scholars an opportunity to examine how gender affects election 
coverage at the presidential level.  This manuscript examines whether female candidates at the presidential level 
face unequal treatment in traditional media interviews, and whether they perpetuate those gender stereotypes on 
social media.  We compare the traditional media interviews Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton gave between July 
1st and Election Day, as well as the tweets they sent during the same time period.  This allows us to test whether 
the two candidates were treated differently in interviews and whether they stressed different issues on Twitter.

Rachel Cox
Reviving “Raymonda”: Danced in Pieces, Towards Dancing the Whole

In this tumultuous time in society, the arts are needed more than ever to soothe, educate and innovate. 
Raymonda, a classical ballet choreographed in Russia in 1898 by French choreographer Marius Petipa, offers an 
entertaining view of a Hungarian folk story. The ballet is a popular choice for both young dancers and large ballet 
companies presenting an evening of excerpts because of its showy, technically arduous steps. This practice of 
only showing the ballet in pieces has been the lifeblood of Raymonda in the United States; however, the ballet 
loses much of its substance in this truncated form. In order to keep alive both the richly historical signiÞ cance 
of Raymonda and the signiÞ cance and worth of the arts in 21st century society, I argue that Raymonda - the full 
ballet in all of its splendor - is worth the Þ ght.

Jaren Crist
The Rights & Personhood of Artificial Intelligence

ArtiÞ cial Intelligence (AI) was once merely an idea of pure science Þ ction. Due to modern advancements in 
technology, various forms of AI have become integrated into our daily lives. Naturally, as technology grows so will 
the sophistication of these AI programs. As these AI become more capable the question of their place in society 
becomes more important, namely should we grant AI personhood? Personhood is deÞ
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Cora Davis
The Traditional Apocalypse

This research paper will analyze the apocalypse myths in three separate mythological traditions: Hindu, Egyptian, 
and Norse. The three apocalypses – The Kali Age, Ragnorak, and the end of the world according to Egyptian belief 
– possess similar archetypes in their respective myths. I will analyze speciÞ c archetypes in each apocalypse in order 
to create an understanding of how three separate cultures shared ideals despite the lack of communication in the 
past.

Justin Deffner, Christopher Johnston, Marissa Matthews
Torn and Restored

Torn and Restored is a Þ lm that follows Harvey White, a former professional magician, after he has a falling out with 
his apprentice, Percy Black, an up and coming star. After an intense argument, Harvey loses his passion for magic, 
which bleeds over into his relationship with his girlfriend, Lily. When she Þ nally leaves him, Harvey spirals into 
depression. With his life falling apart, Harvey struggles to spark his passion again and win back Lily. 

Makayla Drake
The Relationship Between Mental Disorders and Art as a Form of Communication and Expression

The purpose of this presentation is to study the relationship between mental disorders and 2D visual art as a form 
of both expression and communication. In order to determine the relationship, I conducted interviews with experts 
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Rachel Ferguson, Bertha Montanez, Julie Mulkey, Katlyn Watkins
How Do You Consider Children’s Development in Learning?

This research study examined how teachers consider children’s development in their learning. We interviewed ten 
different teachers (Kindergarten through third grade) and inquired how they considered children’s development 
in which we asked Þ ve different target questions regarding play, assessment, differentiated instruction, peer 
and adult relationship, and parent’s relationship.  According to our results, we found that regarding play, 
teachers incorporate a wide variety of group games and guided instruction to promote children’s autonomy.  
Regarding assessment, many teachers do use formal assessments to view the progress of their students, which 
is contradicting to our research. Regarding differentiated instruction, many teachers use collaborative groups 
and teach to each child’s individual needs. Regarding peer and adult relationships, collaborative groups and a 
caring community were factors that support the peer and adult relationships. Regarding parent’s relationships, 
communication and school functions were supporting causes for student’s development and learning.

Indya Finch
Athletes, Slaves, and Inner City Kids

This presentation covers the representation of minorities, speciÞ cally Black Americans, as they appear in Þ lm. The 
presentation covers the typical roles set aside for people of color and how, outside of those roles, people of color 
are not represented and the effects it has on those who consume this form of entertainment, including whites and 
those who belong to minority groups. It also discusses the current position of the Þ lm industry and what they can 
and should do to improve on the system that produces segregated entertainment.

Indya Finch
Texas Revolution

The presentation is a documentary that focuses on the Texas Revolution but also challenges the narrative that 
history often takes. We learn of heroes and villains; however, if history is actually something we think should not 
be repeated, then we need the unbiased, unsanitized facts. It forces us to think about what really happened, and 
what were we taught. This documentary focuses on clearing away the heroic myths and relearning what we thought 
we knew, and asking of ourselves a simple question: was it worth it?

Mary Fisher
Hear Us Roar: Women, Dance, and Chicago

Imagine a fantasy world created from actual historical events. In my proposed presentation “Hear Us Roar: Women, 
Dance, and Chicago,” I will invite the audience to examine the connections between Chicago: The Musical and the 
Roaring Twenties in American history. Premiering in 1975, the Broadway musical draws inspiration from a 1920s 
collection of newspaper articles. The historical elements of extravagance through economic growth, prohibition, 
and especially women’s suffrage, materialize in the famous musical where women commit violent crimes and end 
up in prison. Now not only can women vote, but they also murder their husbands! By inspecting the history of the 
1920s in America through Timothy Knight’s book Panic, Prosperity, and Progress, Mary Wood’s article “Women 
in Public Life,” and Jeffrey Miron’s and Jeffrey Zwiebel’s article “Alcohol Consumption during Prohibition,” among 
others, the interrelationship between the theatrical story of the musical Chicago and factual 1920s incidents will 
emerge.

Victoria Garcia
Heritage Learner Program-A Sam Houston Necessity

In Texas, 29.6% of students are Spanish heritage speakers, and 81% of Texas universities provide alternative 
language programs that cater to the needs of Spanish-speaking students (Woodard 30). In other institutions, 
second language learners and heritage language learners are mixed in the classroom, but research shows that 
such curriculum does not beneÞ t heritage speakers explicitly (Woodard 8). This presentation summarizes the 
Þ ndings of my research on the learning needs of heritage speakers and the implementation of Heritage-track 
courses in Language Departments in the United States. Based on the seminal publications consulted, I am 
developing a survey with the goal to assess the speciÞ c needs of Spanish Heritage Learners at Sam Houston State 
University. Additionally, my presentation will cover the methodology I will apply to analyze the resulting data with 
the aim to create courses that respond to Spanish Heritage Speakers.

Charlotte Goodrum, Jill Taylor
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is to expose poetry to people who do not encounter poetry on a regular basis, people who do not like poetry and 
do not like it because they do not understand it and poetry that contains a message parents can share with 
their children. For our project, we will post and distribute written poetry in visible locations in a local Huntsville 
restaurant. We requested poems written in common, every day, family friendly language and poetry with a positive 
content. We solicited poems from Texas professional and student poets to make a connection between local people 
and local poets.

Colton Haas
The Day The Earth Stood Still

In 2008, the entire world felt the impact of the United States sub-prime mortgage crisis and subsequent crash. In 
this case study, we take a look at the famous, or to some, infamous story of the “Lehman Weekend”. A weekend 
in which the Federal Reserve made it clear that Lehman Brothers would not be receiving a federal bailout despite 
Bear Stearns receiving one just 6 months earlier. In walking through this story, we also analyze how these events 
relate to the rest of the crisis as a whole.

Sylvia Halfhill, Paula Tuck
The Similarities Between “The Ruin” and Hrothgar’s Heorot: They’re Not Just Another Beer Joint

The Ruin, a once magniÞ cent, now lichen-stained rubble of a poem, and Hrothgar’s Heorot, the grand mead-hall of 
Beowulf, have glaring similarities, particularly in the ways in which they represent great pride. We intend to prove 
in this presentation that both structures, luxurious with Þ
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Darryl Idle
SQL Injection Log Manager

Over the summer my team and I conducted research to create an application to alert admins of SQL servers to 
possible Blind SQL Injection threats.

Kalee Irwin
Surrealism in a Material World: Where Design Meets Dance



36

Jacob Keddy
Introduction to Management Information Systems

The purpose of this research is to provide an introduction into the ideas of management information systems. 
Information systems are a growing facet of the business world. However, few individuals understand what 
information systems achieve. The Þ rst phase of research to unveil the main ideas of information systems. The 
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and nutrition.  This study will explore the prevalence of anemia in FSN majors at SHSU and its relationship to 
their reported intake with a focus on food sources of iron. Anemia screening will be accomplished with the use 
of a non-invasive hemoglobinometer and self-reported dietary intake will be obtained using the Automated Self-
Administered 24-hour Recall (ASA24®) system.  Findings will be compared to the national prevalence of  anemia 
reported by the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey.

Kayla McCarns
A Comparison of Self-Esteem, Self-Control, and Substance Use Among Undergraduate Students

Previous studies suggest there is an association between self-esteem, self-control, and substance use among the 
college population. This study will compare self-esteem and self-control among undergraduate alcohol and drug 
users, speciÞ cally exploring frequency of binge drinking, number of drinks consumed in a typical setting, and any 
illegal substance use. The data for this study was collected through a systematic random survey of approximately 
1,300 undergraduate students. Results will explore self-control and self-esteem as correlated with substance use, 
along with differences in age, sex, race, and sexual orientation of respondents.

Georgi McNease
Intervention Points for Post- Separation Sexual Assault

Despite extensive research on sexual assault and domestic violence, less is known about sexual assault post-
separation. Post- separation sexual assault occurs when a perpetrator commits an act of sexualassault as a 
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Cheyenne Moore
Female as “Abject” and the Suppression of Female Sexuality in Ancient Mythology

The following comparative analysis will apply feminist, psychological, and anthropological theory to four 
mythological traditions in order to examine hypermasculinity, the repression of female sexuality, and the female as 
“abject.” The Apache myth, “The Vagina Girls,” demonstrates patriarchal dominance over female sexuality, which is 
represented through horrifying female genitalia. The Aztec-Mexica Coatlicue, whose iconography includes “abject” 
imagery such as snakes and human hearts, is overthrown by male hegemony. In the Christian tradition, the birth 
of Jesus suggests purity as morally imperative for the female, which is emphasized through the dominance of the 
patriarchal God. Finally, the Indian myth of Rama and Sita also displays an emphasis on female purity, delineating 
a system of justice reliant on the ethical abjection of female sexuality.

Everrett Moore
Suicidality Detection in Therapeutic Settings

This project attempts to offer an empirical rationale for the study of deception detection in the process of suicide 
risk assessment. Current practices, scales of measurement, and training programs are discussed, as well as 
shortcomings of each. A three-phase methodology is proposed that will collect qualitative data and cluster them 
into items that can be quantitatively assessed. Potential results and implications are also discussed.

Brittany Page
Othering in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness

Throughout the colonization and imperialization of Africa by the British Empire, a sense of “othering” was 
established by the white Europeans to distance themselves from the Africans they were dominating over.  The 
concept in turn was applied to the literature of the time, and following generations of literature that wrote over 
the same subject matter.  Joseph Conrad’s modern novel Heart of Darkness, not only demonstrates “othering” by 
race, but also in gender and even among fellow countrymen.  By studying the different “othering” facets that shape 
Heart of Darkness, we can garner the universal truth in that each of us are alone in this world.

Tamara Parsons
War, Politics, and Influence: The Effects of the Emancipation Proclamation on the 1862 Mid-Term Congressional 
Elections

This paper analyzes the mid-term Congressional elections of 1862. Previous historians have emphasized the 
drubbing that Republicans took in the elections, most often observing that the party staved off defeat by holding 
on-if narrowly- to control of Congress. By analyzing election data, newspaper archives, manuscripts, civilian letters 
and soldier diaries, this paper argues that the Republicans won because Democratic voters opted to stay home. 
Closely scrutinizing the statistical analyses, this paper uncovers new perspectives on the wartime mid-term 
Congressional elections that occurred in 1862, during a terribly costly and complex war: The Civil War. Mark Neely 
Jr., for example, has started asking the questions of the effects of those mid-term elections on the Civil War, and 
admits that there is a large gap in literature about the 1862 mid-term Congressional elections. The long-term 
effects of the elections as a whole and the meaning for Civil War Americans are the focus.
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Garrett Sheaffer
Daniel Borzutzky in Conversation with No Country for Old Men

Our Þ lm narration project uses an original, collaborative poem in conversation with Daniel Bortzutky’s poetry from 
his book The Performance of Being Human. We will be presenting a creative project in response to Borzutzky’s Þ lm 
narration of a Warner Bro.’s Merrie Melodies episode called “Speedy Gonzalez.” Our project plays on the strategy 
of a standard cinematic commercial by using the ofÞ cial trailer for the Coen Brothers’ 2007 Þ lm, No Country for Old 
Men (based on the Cormac McCarthy novel of the same name), to give the audience a sense of what our original 
poem and Daniel’s book is about without giving away content in regards to plot or character development. We 
viewed several trailers for the Þ
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Lixin Zhang
Dying with Dignity

Death is one of the most fearful things an individual has to face. While several of other developed countries have 
legalized physician assisted dying, this issue remained controversial in the United States. This is a PowerPoint 
presentation that brieß y introduces different choices available for patients when they are facing end-of-life 
decisions. It reviews two types of end-of-life care services, hospice care and physician assisted dying. It evaluates 
and compares their advantages and disadvantages, then illustrate different states’ laws and litigations about 
them. Finally, the researcher’s Þ nding and where he stands at on this debatable issue.
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Sarah Bivens, Lauren Rudie
The Use of Human Femora in the Estimation of Postmortem Interval

To determine postmortem interval (PMI), researchers rely on bacteria-driven stages of decomposition. The 
estimation of PMI focuses primarily on insect succession and the external microbiome. These practices are 
inß uenced by external environmental conditions such as temperature and moisture levels. However, the marrow 
cavity inside femora is relatively protected from the external environment. Thus, protection of organic substrates 
within bone and limited nutrient availability relative to decomposing soft tissue suggest that microbes require 
more time to invade the bone matrix. If bacterial succession inside femora is consistent, then cataloguing this shift 
through time will allow a more accurate estimation of PMI for extended decomposition. To test this hypothesis, 
three human cadavers were placed in May of 2016 at the Southeast Texas Applied Forensic Science (STAFS) Facility 
at Sam Houston State University. A medical- grade bone marrow biopsy tool was used to collect samples from the 
left femora of each cadaver. The microbiota collected will be measured by deep sequencing of 16S rRNA genes. 
Overall communities discovered will be compared to determine the relationship between the microbial communities 
identiÞ ed in each cadaver. The results of this study could revolutionize how law enforcement and forensic scientists 
estimate PMI.

Clayton Bradshaw
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By sampling the core microbiome of decomposing bodies continuously over a period of time, patterns of bacterial 
compositions can be established. These patterns can be used to create models that represent the presence of 
certain bacteria throughout decomposition. This can be used to generate a model for time since death. Twenty-four 
donated human bodies, two bodies in every season, were placed unclothed and in standardized positions outside 
in a fenced area. They were consistently swabbed for the microbiome on speciÞ c body sites for a speciÞ ed length 
of time. The operational taxonomic units (OTUs) were used to identify the bacteria and generate a model of the 
core microbiome. This was also separated based on season. As decomposition progressed, the number of different 
OTUs dramatically decreased. There was also a signiÞ cant difference in OTUs present between each season.

Amanda Downs
The Effect of Acculturation On Psychopathology in Displaced Immigrant Youth

Many Latino youth immigrate to the United States every year. This on-going study aims to examine the effects of 
acculturation on the mental health of displaced high school students (n = 28) from Central America. Using the 
youth self-report and caregiver self-report Short Acculturation Scale for Hispanics, Social, Attitudinal, Familial 
and Environmental Acculturative Stress Scale for Children, and the Strengths and DifÞ culties Questionnaire, we 
examined the relation between differences in acculturation between caregiver and child, and the child’s mental 
health, taking into account acculturative stress, age, and gender. Preliminary results suggest there is a relation 
between acculturative gap and mental health problems in Latino youth. SpeciÞ cally, females who had larger 
acculturation gaps had more emotional problems when they reported high levels of acculturative stress, and more 
externalizing problems when they reported low levels of acculturative stress.  This study aims to better understand 
how to provide help to displaced immigrant youth.

Madison Duane, Catherine Stallard
Examining Life Satisfaction and Alcohol Use Through Individual Variation in Daily Religious and Spiritual 
Activities

This study will examine individual variation in daily religious and spiritual activities and how these relate to 
satisfaction with life and alcohol use.  Religious activities are deÞ ned as outward actions such as attending church 
services.  Spiritual activities are deÞ ned as internal actions such as an individual’s belief in a higher power. It is 
hypothesized that on days in which individuals report higher religious and spiritual activities they will exhibit greater 
life satisfaction and lower alcohol intake.     Keywords: religion, spirituality, life happiness, alcohol

Shelby Dyson
What Gets You to the Afterlife

Different cultures exemplify different characteristics in their society. These characteristics determine where a 
person goes after death.  Looking at Norse, Native American, Celtic, and Greek mythologies , I plan on Þ guring out 
which characteristics they exemplify and determining how those characteristics affect who goes to the afterlife.

Renee El-Krab, Karima Shehadeh
Change Blindness: Evaluating Attentional-Based Processing Within the Own-Race Bias

The own-race bias refers to the Þ nding that individuals are better able to recognize faces of their own race rather 
than faces of other races.  Meissner and Brigham (2001) documented numerous studies, which demonstrated 
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understand the effect of play on human development and learning.

Leilani Hamilton
Parasitoid Wasps, Comics, and DIY Entomology - What Can Go Wrong?

Entomology is a Þ eld that needs more light in education and comics are a great way for students to get up close 
and personal with the insect world without the use of a microscope.  This poster features a comic by a student 
who has never drawn a comic before and a guide for others to learn what she learned with her fellow collegiate.  
The comic presented on the poster will showcase the journey of four college students and a passionate professor 
with a mission to make an impact on the world of science.  Demonstrating page by page, the basic process of their 
research and fun ways for students of all ages to participate in the study of entomology.

Kaci Heath
The SHSU Common Reader, An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth: Challenging the Co-teach Program in K-12

In An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth, author Col. Chris HadÞ eld discussed the importance of education and 
provided evidence that it takes well-planned teamwork to get things done successfully as an astronaut. As a future 
educator, I was inspired by this advice and sought to pursue research that applied teamwork principles in teaching. 
The purpose of this literature review was to examine co-teach programs and how implementation affects learning 
for students with special needs. Co-teach models use both general and special education teachers simultaneously 
in the classroom for inclusion of all students. Co-teaching can become expensive due to multiple teachers needed 
in the same classroom teaching the same curriculum. Evidence suggests that if co-teaching is done correctly with 
the right amount of support from colleagues and administrators, it can positively affect not only the students with 
special needs, but all students in the classroom (Friend et al., 2010).

Cristal Hernandez
Incidence of Sexual Victimization Among College Students Who Meet Their Perpetrators Online

With the advancement of technology, individuals are increasingly relying on online communication. The number 
of relationships resulting from the virtual world has increased signiÞ cantly, as well as the amount of people who 
Þ nd they are targets of online sexual victimization. Relying on surveys from college students enrolled at two large 
universities, the current study will present the prevalence of in-person meetings among individuals who initially 
met via online contact. Additionally, incidence of sexual victimization resulting from these in-person meetings will 
also be presented. Findings will provide insightful information for the prevention of online sexual victimization.

Carla Hobbs
Sexual Abuse: Inadequate Resources Hinder Prevention

Childhood sexual abuse is a silent crime with very few incidents actually reported (BJS, 2015).  In fact, sexual 
abuse is a prevalent public health issue throughout the United States and advocates strive to develop proactive 
programs.  Unfortunately, many of these programs have failed or fallen short of their intended goals.  With limited 
resources and inadequate proactive approaches, the initiative against child sexual abuse is staged for failure.  
This presentation will review several documented programs and approaches across the United States, including 
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Measurements of physical characteristics from 153 fawns were obtained biweekly from birth to six weeks of 
age.  Blood samples were obtained at 24 hours of age and were analyzed on-farm using a digital refractometer. 
Data analysis indicated that serum Brix values (P<0.01) and IgG concentration (P<0.02) at birth were useful for 
predicting survivability; however, the physical characteristics that were measured in this study were not predictors 
of survivability (P�•0.12) in neonate white-tailed deer fawns.

Jordan Hunziker
A Copal Gecko from Madagascar

A specimen from the Alexander Koenig Research Museum, classiÞ ed as a Sphaerodactylus gecko from the 
Dominican Republic turns out to be a Madagascan gekkonid. The specimen preserved in a teardrop shaped resin 
was CT scanned, revealing a very complete anterior half of the body, including the skull, vertebral column, pectoral 
girdle and forelimbs. Comparative analysis of the skeleton using a large database of living species indicate that 
the lizard is a member of the genus Ebenavia. This genus today includes two recognized species, E. inunguis 
and E. maintimainty. The most widespread species is E. inunguis, which occurs in the Mauritius, the east coast 
of Madagascar including Ile aux Prunes, Nosy Boraha, and Nossi Mangabe, the northwestern tip of Madagascar, 
including Nosy Komba and Nosy Be, Comoros, and Pemba Island. E. maintimainty has a more restricted range in 
the South Western portion of Madagascar Toliara Province. The distribution of major copal localities in Madagascar 
match the distribution of E. inunguis (Cap D’Ambre), and this together with morphological similarities, support the 
identity of this specimen.   

Shayne Johnson
Discourse for Your Dollar: Using Rhetoric to Reach Goals

Dining out is a very common and enjoyable activity for most Americans. There is no better feeling than getting good 
service on a night out with your loved ones. One may not know it but he/she is looking at people who some might 
go as far to call talented rhetoricians. A good server has the ability to not only excel at socializing and other key 
character traits but also use rhetorical devices to make their income. This is something called “Discourse for your 
dollar.” This presentation will show how rhetorical devices can be used to transcend in not only business related 
activities, but personal life as well.

Willie Kinch
The Flat: A Historic African American Community in Huntsville

This poster presentation examines a historic black neighborhood in Huntsville known as the Flat. Situated along 
Avenue H between 16th Street and Sam Houston Avenue, this neighborhood served as home to dozens of African 
American families from the 1930s to the 1970s. This poster will feature photographs, maps, and stories from 
residents of the Flat, which was overtaken by Sam Houston State University in the mid-1970s. Although the Flat is 
now a “vanished neighborhood,” this presentation will highlight the signiÞ cant role that residents of the area played 
in the local community. 

Kelsey Kralman
Functional Distance and Establishment of Non-native Species with Complex Life Cycles

Functional traits can be used to predict the functional niche space of introduced species and understand the 
potential magnitude of their subsequent impacts to the recipient community. We examined the functional distance 
of the larval and post-metamorphic life stages of two non-native frog species relative to a local Chihuahuan Desert 
frog assemblage in Big Bend National Park, Texas. We used Multivariate Analysis to describe the functional trait 
space of the recipient assemblage and the non-native species. Hyla cinerea and Lithobates catesbeianus were 
functionally divergent relative to members of the recipient community and occupied niche space outside or 
peripheral to the recipient assemblage. Compared to the recipient assemblage, the post-metamorphic life-stage 
for both non-native species was more functionally divergent than the larval life-stage. Our results suggest that the 
functional distinctiveness at both life stages may facilitate the establishment of species with complex life cycles.

Alex Lara
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the event as Great (61.5%), while 35.9% rated it as Good (5-point scale). Most employers remarked that students 
displayed Great (59.0%) or Good (33.3%) professionalism. Employers had a very positive overall impression of 
students (Great=41.0%, Good = 41.0%).

Clay Laughrey
Species Co-occurrence Patterns Along Environmental Gradients in Pond Microhabitats

Understanding microhabitats utilized by various organisms is essential in determining how interactions between 
coexisting species scale up to affect freshwater community structure. Herein, we present preliminary results from 
microhabitat surveys in two East Texas ponds. We used a pipe sampler to survey organisms in microhabitats along 
a gradient of water depth and substrate diversity. We measured seven abiotic factors and quantiÞ ed species 
richness and abundance at each microhabitat. Species richness and abundance was higher in Pond 1, which has 
greater heterogeneity in substrate type and aquatic vegetation. Large-bodied predators (Order Odonata) occurred 
in microhabitats with deeper water, dense vegetation, and ß at/sandy substrates. Shallow microhabitats contained 
small-bodied organisms including smaller predators and primary consumers. Large-bodied predator species may 
be displacing the smaller-bodied organisms to shallower microhabitats. Our preliminary Þ ndings subjects that 
distributions of co-existing species in lentic environments may be inß uenced by water depth, substrate type, and 
indirect effects by predators.

Hannah Lewandowski
An Analysis of Student Safety Education: Student Safety Habits In and Out of the Agricultural Mechanics 
Laboratory

The National Children’s Center for Rural and Agricultural Health Safety Fact Sheet (2014) noted that more than 
955,400 youth lived on farms in 2012 and almost half (49%) worked on the farm (NCCRAHS, 2014). As a result, 
“young agricultural production workers were three times more likely to die on the job than their non-agricultural 
counterparts” (Hard, et al., 1993; Reed, Browning, Westneat, & Kidd, 2006, p. 314). Pedagogy and the Health 
Belief Model helped guide this study. The purpose of this study was to measure and understand the impact of 
safety education on high school agricultural mechanics students taught by Texas agriculture science teachers. The 
population for this study were Texas agricultural mechanics students (N = 76) who participated in the 2016 SHSU 
Welding and Metal Fabrication contest. Participants indicated that they felt great importance towards safety after 
having various forms of safety training in high school.

Shealyn Lewis
Mindfulness and Forgiveness

Mindfulness is the process of actively directing awareness to the present moment, without judgment.  Research 
indicates that diverse applications of mindfulness practice are related to the advancement of holistic health 
and development. Much like mindfulness, before the 21st century, forgiveness was primarily associated with 
religiosity therefore studied strictly within philosophical or theological contexts. It was not until these disciplines 
were undertaken by psychologists that their wide variety of beneÞ ts were empirically recognized. Although both 
mindfulness and forgiveness have been linked to positive health and behavior outcomes, little research has been 
conducted on their relation to one another. Further, other possible predictors of forgiveness and mindfulness 
(e.g., demographic variables and religiosity) will be examined. Participants from the Department of Psychology’s 
Research Participation Program will take part in an online survey employing a demographics questionnaire, the 
Religious Orientation Scale, the Five Facet Mindfulness Questionnaire, and the Heartland Forgiveness Scale.

Isabel Lopez
Youth-enizing Don Quixote: A Look at the Noblest Knight in History as He is Introduced to Young Readers

Miguel de Cervantes’ satirical creation of the ingenious knight, Don Quixote de la Mancha, was intended to evoke 
comedic sorrow towards a madman destined for inevitable suffering and punishment due to the self-orchestrated 
misadventures his devout and outdated faithfulness to the chivalric code inspired. Through the years, the 
brave knight and his squire stole the hearts of readers worldwide with every noble and brave endeavor. As the 
masterpiece lives on and is passed down to new generations, I set out to Þ nd an adaptation of the novel intended 
for young children that succeeded in capturing that sense of wonder and humor the valiant knight encompasses 
in the Þ
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education programs that offer agricultural mechanics courses (Wolf, 2011). With such a high demand for employees with 
agricultural mechanics skill sets in industry, agricultural mechanics curriculum can play a deÞ nitive roll in bridging the 
gap for entry level employees with pre-existing skill sets, therefore, also increasing the need for agricultural mechanics 
teachers (Wells, Perry, Anderson, Shultz, & Paulsen, 2013).  The Borich Needs Assessment Model (Borich, 1980) 
guided this non-experimental, quantitative study. The purpose of this study is to determine the agricultural mechanics 
professional development needs of early career Texas agricultural science teachers. The population for this study was 
composed of all new Texas agricultural science teachers who attended an annual new teacher meeting at the teacher 
professional development conference in 2016 (N = 150). A census was conducted with usable responses received 
from 134 teachers (93.33%). Results indicated teachers had professional development needs across all 21 agricultural 
mechanics skill areas.

Emrah Sariboz
Acquisition of Browser Artifacts from Android Devices

Providing quality of information in a quick manner is getting more doable each day with elaborating new web technologies, 
such as HTML5. Web storage, a new feature of HTML5, aims to store crucial and meaningful amounts of client-side 
data in a persistent and secure manner. This project will focus on investigation (locating) and extraction of web storage 
data in Android platform to be used for web forensic investigation. Obtaining forensically important data has always 
been challenging for investigators because of the wide variety of crimes and technologies used in a crime. With this 
research work, we aim to provide the details of web storage locations and used techniques in Android platform. Moreover, 
automatically retrieving web storage data and converting it to a readable format are other objectives of this work so that 
the forensic investigators will save signiÞ cant amount of time during their investigation.

Treston Smith
Comics: A Modern Day Mythology

This presentation will observe different motifs of ancient mythology as they are employed in present day comic books. The 
modern view on comics, derived from the 1950s book Seduction of the Innocent, is that they are uneducational, secular 
and (on the more radical side) detrimental to the development of children. This presentation will outline the mythological 
motifs applied to such comics as: The Death of Superman, Injustice: Gods Among Us, and Batman: No Man’s Land, in 
order to demonstrate that the modern view should be reexamined and possibly reconsidered.

Asya Stoudemire
Understanding the Meaning of Afro-German?

This poster will explore what it means to grow up Afro-German for men and women during a certain period in Germany. 
The purpose of this study is to show the oppression, the loss of identity, and the insecurities Afro-German activists have 
faced to advocate change for other Afro-German’s who have faced the same problems. The research procedures involved 
readings from Showing our Colors: Afro-German Women Speak Out which was edited by May Opitz, Katharina Oguntoye, 
Dagmar Schultz and “Destined to Witness: Growing up Black in Nazi Germany” a memoir by Hans J. Massoquoi. This is a 
dangerously understudied area, so reading and analyzing these two works will help digest the struggles Afro-German men 
and women went through growing and interacting in Germany.

Daniel Tobin
Practicum in Poker

Poker is the ultimate application of game theory, and it is rooted in the social and psychological arena. Through study and 
rhetorical analysis, this poster suggests that a good poker player does not merely play his cards, but plays people. The 
audience will come to understand that the game, at its core, is about extracting information quickly and efÞ ciently in order 
to optimally control or manipulate another person in mere moments. The presentation posits that inducing actions or 
evoking thoughts in others is both a practical and critical skill that directly translates from game to reality. This is true for 
both players and nonplayers of the game alike. The rhetorical techniques utilized in poker are more than applicable to the 
decision making found in daily life, creating clear parallels for any and everyone who would choose to exercise them.

Rebecca Vaughn
Antibiotic Side Effects: Looking at Intestinal Motility

Antibiotics are powerful medicines used to treat bacterial infections. While antibiotics are effective tools, they can also 
be responsible for disrupting the ecology of the body’s normal microbiota. Gambusia afÞ nis is a vertebrate model used 
for human mucosal microbiomes. Previous work demonstrates that exposure of Þ sh to the broad-spectrum antibiotic 
rifampicin causes community composition changes in the gut microbiome and several negative effects on the host Þ sh, 
including increased susceptibility to a bacterial pathogen and lack of weight gain (failure to thrive). Transit time for food 
in the gut was examined as a potential factor related to lack of weight gain.  Experimental groups of Þ sh were exposed to 
antibiotic for three days while control groups were vehicle exposed. After this, Þ sh consumed ß uorescently-labeled 70kDa 



55

dextran beads embedded in food. Water samples were taken over a thirty-six-hour period and ß uorescence intensity 
measured. Results showed no signiÞ cant difference in the gut motility rate with Þ sh exposed to rifampicin compared 
to control. This suggests that failure to thrive may be linked to other factors, such as gut inß ammation or altered 
metabolic activities of the gut microbiota.

Andrew Vierkant
The Americanization of Texas-German Language and Culture

 This presentation deals with the micro-histories of historical Texas-German towns and cities in order to document the 
language and cultural shift in a thirty-year span leading up to, and following, World War I, as well as what these areas 
look like today.  The presentation primarily draws from research on micro-histories conducted on visits of historical 
German societies in Southeast and Central Texas. Due to social stigma and a need to adapt to the new American-
nationalistic cultural shift anticipating and following World War I, these traditionally German communities experienced 
a heightened pace of “Americanization”, losing much of their cultural roots. The purpose of this research project is to 
help encapsulate the important experience of cultural progression of immigrants with regards to unavoidable political 
and societal pressures of the time, which ring familiar for us today.

Helen WakeÞ eld, Diego Ibrra
One, Dos, Trois: Bilingual Proficiency and the Acquisition of a Third Language

Factors such as age, motivation, personality, and aptitude have been shown to inß uence success in foreign language 
learning. There are, however, few studies focusing on whether native-like ß uency in two or more languages helps in 
the learning of an additional language. Using questionnaire data from students in language classes at SHSU, we 
explored whether bilinguals have an advantage over monolinguals in the task of language learning. Here, we present 
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