






Poverty Knowledge by Alice O’Connor. The Great Plains Sociologist (Book Review). 
Volume 15, November 1, 2003.  
 

EDITOR OF SPECIAL JOURNAL ISSUE 
Rogelio Sáenz and Karen Manges Douglas (co-editors). 2009.  Special Issue: 
Environmental Issues on the Mexico-U.S. Border. Southern Rural Sociology, Vol. 24 
(1). 

 
POLICY BRIEFS AND REPORTS 

Deanna Schexnayder, Daniel Schroeder, Laura Lein, David Dominguez, Karen Douglas, 
Freddie Richards.  “Texas Families in Transition:  Surviving Without TANF:  An 
Analysis of Families Diverted From or Leaving TANF.” Final Report to the Texas 
Department of Human Services, January 2002. 
http://www.dhs.state.tx.us/publications/TexasFamilies2002.pdf 

 

Lein, Laura, Karen M. Douglas, Audrey Steiner, Greg Ellis. “Texans Who Timed Out of 
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University of Texas at Austin, (2001), “Outcomes for Recipients of One-Time Benefits,” 
Funded for $16,000 

Texas Department of Human Services Texas Families in Transition: Works Follow-Up 
Study (1999). Proposal developed in collaboration with Dr. Freddie Richards, Prairie 
View A&M University and Dr. Laura Lein, The University of Texas at Austin. $600,000 
(PVs share - $141,425). 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (1999). Domestic violence prevention 
training grant. Proposal developed in collaboration with Dr. Abdoulaye Bah and Dr. 
Ronald Briggs.  Funded for $300, 000 for three years. 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND PANELS 

Douglas, Karen Manges (2014) “Organizational Planning for Future Droughts: The 
Instructive Case of the Edwards Aquifer Authority,” Presented at the International 
Sociological Association Conference, Yokohama, Japan, July. 

Douglas, Karen Manges (2014) “Texas Water Law and Sustainability,” Presented at the 
Midwest Sociological Society (MSS) Annual Meeting, Omaha, NE. 

Douglas, Karen Manges and Lee Miller. (2013) "Creating a Safety Commons," 
Presented at the Society for the Study of Social Problems (SSSP) annual meeting, 
New York, NY.  

Ellis, Colter and Karen Manges Douglas (2013) “Guns and the Franchise in Texas: Efforts 
to Expand Access to One and Restrict the Other,” Presented at the Society for the Study 
of Social Problems (SSSP) annual meeting, New York, NY. 
 

Douglas, Karen Manges. (2013) “The National Surveillance State: Voter ID Laws and 
Texas,” paper presented at the 2013 Midwest Sociological Association Meetings, Chicago, 
IL. March. 
 

Fearn, Cathy and Karen Manges Douglas. (2012) “Exploring the Gender and Race Gap in 
University Retention and Graduation: The Campus Experience of Men and Women,” Cathy 
Fearn and Karen Douglas, Sam Houston State University, paper presented at the SSSA 
Annual Meetings in San Diego, CA 
 

Sáenz, Rogelio, Karen Manges Douglas, Cristina Morales. (2012) “The attack on Latina/o 
human rights in the United States: Theoretical and methodological challenges,” presented 
at the Second ISA Forum of Sociology, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
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Douglas, Karen Manges and Gideon Sjoberg. (2012) “Coping with the risks of a future 
drought: The case of the Edwards Aquifer Authority in Texas,” presented at the Second 
ISA Forum of Sociology, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
 

Sáenz, Rogelio, Karen Manges Douglas, Cristina Morales (2012) Latina/o Sociology, 
Author meets critic session, American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Denver, 
CO 
 

Douglas, Karen Manges. (2012) “Perpetuating Racial/Ethnic Inequalities in Schools and 
Curricula” Section on Sociology of Education Roundtable, American Sociological 
Association Annual Meeting, Denver, CO 
 

Douglas, Karen Manges. (2011). Participant in the Roundtable Discussions on Issues 
Surrounding America’s Immigration Experience, Fall 2011 Hot Topics Roundtable 
Discussion Series, SHSU Department of History. 
 

Douglas,Karen Manges and Rogelio Sáenz. (2011). The Detention Industrial Complex. 
Poster presentation at the  CHSS Research Conference, April. 
 

Douglas, Karen Manges and Gideon Sjoberg. (2010) "The Role of Organizations and 
Planning in Addressing Future Environmental Risk," Paper presented at Session RC 24.05 
- Social Theory and the Environment: The New World Dis(O)rder, Gothenberg, Sweden. 
July 13, 2010. 
 

Douglas, Karen Manges and Rogelio Sáenz. (2010)"The Making of 'Americans': Old 
Boundaries, New Realities," Paper presented at the Race and Ethnicity regular session, 
Changing Race/Racisms in Comparative Perspective, American Sociological Association 
meetings, Atlanta, GA. August 17. 
 

Douglas, Karen Manges. (2010) Discussant. New Nativism and the Shifting Culture, Race 
and Citizenship Thematic Session. American Sociological Association meetings, Atlanta, 
GA, August 16. 
 
Douglas, Karen Manges and Rogelio Sáenz. (2010) "La criminalización de migrantes en el 
complejo prisión-industrial," Paper presented by R. Sáenz at the Sociedad Mexicana de 
Demografia, Mexico City, Mexico, Nov. 3-6, 2010. 

Douglas, Karen Manges and Rogelio Sáenz. (2010) "La apropiracion de la identidad 
"Americano": limites del pasado y nueva realidades," Paper presented by R. Sáenz at the 
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Douglas, Karen and Gideon Sjoberg. (2008) “Environmental Issues and the 
Construction of Alternative Futures,” Paper presented at the 1st ISA Forum of 
Sociology, Barcelona, Spain, September.  
 

 “A Posthumous Dialogue with Norma Williams.” (2008) Paper presented at the 
Sociology of Culture Roundtable on Assimilation, Resistance, Diversity, American 
Sociological Association, Boston, MA, August.  
 

Douglas, Karen Manges and Rogelio Sáenz. (2008) “Common Resource, Uncommon 
Discourse: US-Mexico Relations along the Rio Grande.” Paper presented at the 
Southwestern Sociological Association Conference, Las Vegas, NV, March. 
 

Douglas, Karen Manges and Rogelio Sáenz. (2008) “Scanning the Divide: El Paso and 
Ciudad Juarez Water Issues.” Paper accepted for presentation at the USDA-Cooperative 
State Research, Education and Extension Service National Water Conference. Sparks, 
Nevada, February. 
 

Douglas, Karen Manges and Rogelio Sáenz. (2008) “Common Resource, Uncommon 
Discourse: Contested Waters along the Mexico-Texas Border.” Paper presented at the 
Border Regions in Transition Conference. Victoria B.C. and Bellingham, Washington. 
January. 
 

Rogelio Sáenz and Karen Manges Douglas. (2007) “Immigrant Integration: A Focus on the 
Host Society,” Paper accepted for presentation at the International Union for the Scientific 
Study of Population International Workshop on Indicators of Integration in Social Statistics. 
Montreal, Canada, December. 
 

Sáenz, Rogelio and Karen Manges Douglas. (2007) “The Economic Benefits of Domestica 
Employment: The Case of Mexicans.”  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Sociological Association.  New York City. August. 
 

Discussant. (2007) Section on Racial and Ethnic Minorities Paper Session. Comparative 
Research on Race and Ethnicity. American Sociological Association. New York City. 
August. 
 

Miller, Lee and Karen Manges Douglas. (2007) “Collective Thinking Helps Keep Us 
Safe: Lessons from Hurricane Response and Environmental Resource Management.” 
Paper presented at the Society for the Study of Social Problems, New York City. 
August. 
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Douglas, Karen Manges and Rogelio Sáenz. (2007) “The Coloring of Hawaii: Historical 
Legacies of Racial Stratification.” Paper presented at the Association of Black 
Sociologists. New York City. August. 
 

Douglas, Karen Manges and Rogelio Sáenz. (2007) “The Making of a Criminal: Immigrants 
and the Prison-Industrial Complex.”  Paper presented at the Third CUMBRE of the Great 
Plains—Understanding Immigration and the Changing Communities of the Americas: 
Lessons from New Destinations Across the Globe.  Omaha, NE. April. 
 

Douglas, Karen M. (2007) “Bridging Divides along the Rio Grande.” Paper presented at 
the Joint Rio Grande Basin Initiatives Annual Conference, South Padre Island, Texas. May 
14-17. 
 
Douglas, Karen M. and Holly Lyke-Ho-Gland. (2007) “Bridging the Divides along the Rio 
Grande River Basin,” Paper presented at the Sociey for Applied Anthropology Conference, 
Tampa, Florida, March. 
 

Miller, Lee M. and Karen M. Douglas. (2007) “Expanding the Commons: Cases from 
Resource Management and Emergency Planning. Society for Applied Anthropology. 
Tampa, FL, March. 
 

Douglas, Karen M. and Holly Lyke-Ho-Gland. (2007). “Bridging the Divide or Dividing the 
Bridge: Water Issues Along the Texas-Mexico Border.” Paper presented at the 
Southwestern Sociology Association, Albuquerque NM, March. 
 

 Sáenz, Rogelio, Karen M. Douglas, David Embrick and Gideon Sjoberg. (2006) 
“Pathways to Downward Mobility: The Impact of Schools, Welfare and Prisons on 
People of Color.” Paper presented at the Race, Ethnicity and Place Conference, San 
Marcos, Texas, November 1-4. 
 

Sáenz, Rogelio and Karen M. Douglas. (2006) “The Economic Benefits of Domestica 
Employment: The Case of Mexicans,”  Paper presented at Segundo 
Coloquio  Internacional sobre  Migración y Desarrollo, Cocoyoc, Mexico, October 25-28, 
2006. 
 

Douglas, Karen Manges and Gideon Sjoberg. (2006) “Towards a Theory of Resource 
Use.” Paper presented at the Environment and Technology roundtable, American 
Sociological Association, Montreal, Canada, August. 
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Symposium speaker. “Methodological Issues Researching Persons in Poverty,” 
Sociology Department, Texas A&M University, January 17, 2003. 
 

Organizer, Chair, Presenter:  Poverty Session.  "A Portrait of Poverty in Texas” 
Southwestern Sociological Association, New Orleans, LA, March 2002. 
 
Organizer, Chair, Presenter:  Poverty Session.  "Is Welfare Reform Reforming 
Welfare?” Southwestern Sociological Association, Fort Worth, Texas, March 2001. 
 

 “The Future of a Market for Water in Texas,” American Sociological Association, 
Washington D.C., August 2000. 
Presider.  Reconstructing Reconstruction:  The Supreme Court and the Production of 
Historical Truth by Pamela Brandwein.  Author Meets Critics, American Sociological 
Association, Washington D.C., August 2000. 
 

Organizer and Chair.  Welfare Reform:  Ethnographic Experiences – The Intersection of 
Race, Class and Gender. Southwestern Sociological Association, Galveston, Texas, 
March 2000. 
 

Organizer and Chair.  Welfare Reform:  An Overview. Southwestern Sociological 
Association, Galveston, Texas, March 2000. 
 

Organizer and Chair.  Environmental Sociology Session.  Southwestern Sociological 
Association, San Antonio, Texas, March 1999. 
 

Douglas, Karen M. and Gideon Sjoberg. (1998) “The Emerging Groundwater Market in 
Texas:  A Case Study.” Paper presented at the American Sociological Association 
meeting, San Francisco, CA, August. 
 

 “Upstream, Downstream, Mainstream and Rural:  Making Sense of the Debates 
Surrounding the Edwards Aquifer Region" Southwestern Sociological Association, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, March, 1998. 

 

“Wrangling Over Water:  A Glimpse at the Future of the Edwards Aquifer” 
Southwestern Sociological Association, New Orleans, LA, March 1997.  

 

Presenter.  Race Relations Roundtable. Southwestern Sociological Association, 
Houston, Texas, March 1996. 
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“Upstream, Downstream, Mainstream and Rural:  A Case Study Approach for 
Understanding the Edwards Aquifer Debates,” Southwestern Sociological Association, 
Houston, Texas, March 1996. 

 

"Methodological Issues Regarding the Implementing of a Social History: Roosevelt, 
Texas 1887 to 1993" presented at the 74th Annual Southwestern Sociological 
Association Meetings in San Antonio, Texas, April, 1994.  

 

EXPERT CONSULTANT 
• Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., Princeton, Qualitative Research Methods and 

Interviewing Techniques, June 2001 
 

AD HOC REVIEWER OF MANUSCRIPTS 
• Journal of Political Ecology 
• Sociology of Race and Ethnicity 
• Social Problems 
• MIT Press 
• Oxford University Press 
• Rowman & Littlefield 
• Springer 
• International Journal of Criminology and Sociology 
• Journal of Policy Analysis and Management 
• Sociological Focus 
• Sociological Inquiry 
• Journal of Rural Social Sciences 
• African Social Science Review 

 
SERVICE 

• Working with Diversity Panel, SHSU Management Academy, May 2014. 

• Guest Speaker, Omega Delta Phi Fraternity, Inc., April 2014. 

• Assistant Professor Search Committee, Department of Sociology, 2013. 

• Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Sociology, 2011 – 2014 

• Promotion and Tenure Committee, Department of Sociology, 2008-present 

• Scholarship Committee, Department of Sociology, 2011 – present 

• Disaster/Risk/Environment Search Committee, Department of Sociology, 2011 

• Comprehensive Examination Committee, Department of Sociology, 2010 

• Dean’s Advisory Committee, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, 2010-2011 
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• American Studies Advisory Committee, Sam Houston State University, 2011 - 
present 

• Mass Communications Tenure and Promotion Committee, 2011 

• Centennial Scholarship Committee Chair, Sam Houston State University, 2009-2010. 

• Centennial Scholarship Committee member, Sam Houston State University, 2007-
2010. 

• College of Education Dissertation Award Committee, Sam Houston State University, 
2009 

• Sam Houston State University Who’s Who Selection Committee, 2008-2009. 

• Dean’s Distinguished Committee on Research/Scholarship, Sam Houston State 
University (2006-2007) 

• Workshop Presenter, Diversity -
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