


 

 

Be sure to consider all the important criteria for your topic. Even if your argument is that 
the specific movie or phone or whatever is good, do not neglect to discuss where it falls 
short. 

Example: Bananas do not keep for very long. Maybe shelf-life should be a criterion 
for bananas, one in which they will not fare well. 

 

Specifics 

Be precise. If you think your topic “performs” well in a category, support that claim 
thoroughly with specific examples. 

Example: For bananas, you could just say, “Everyone knows bananas are good for 
you,” but you are better off providing researched information: “A medium banana 
provides over 400 mg of potassium, a mineral that assists proper heart, muscular, 
and digestive functions (“Bananas, raw”; “Potassium”).” 

 

Structure 

You will almost certainly organize this essay according to your criteria. 

One option would be to list your criteria in the introduction, then take them one at a 
time. For each criterion, define and discuss it, then analyze your subject accordingly. 

Example: IV. Nutrition 
 A. Define criterion: good nutrients with few bad nutrients 
 B. Vitamins and Minerals 
  1. data from NutritionData and UMM.edu 
 C. Fiber 
 D. Sugar 
 E. Summary of nutritional content of bananas 

Give some thought to the best order for your criteria. Is their one major issue you would 


