


 

 

Specifics 

As always, use specific examples to explain your ideas. 

Describe in detail your experience with specific stages of the writing process. If you say, 
“It is hard to think of ideas,” go further and talk about how for the Information Essay you 
spent three hours watching House while having an existential crisis brought about by 
the fact that House knows so much and you seemed to know so little. Write about your 
epiphany: “Then I realized that I knew a lot about the show House.” 

Describe the organization you used for the essays, discussing what influenced your de-
cisions and how wise you thought you were. 

Quote yourself directly to provide examples of when you achieved a strong academic 
voice and when you fell short. Identify words you seem to use incorrectly or too much. 
Analyze your actual sentences from papers to show grammatical issues you dealt with 
during the semester. 

 

Structure 

You could arrange your material according to the criteria you use to evaluate your 
strengths and weaknesses. 

You could organize this paper by assignment to offer a narrative of your progress from 
each essay to the next. 

 

For more information on this topic see  
p. 95 and Chapter 8 in The Longwood Guide to Writing 


