


 

 

Example Introduction 

 Parents must decide what foods to serve their children, sometimes basing           
decisions on whether the option is easy to prepare and whether their children will accept the 
choice. One available option is peanut butter, a food that is relatively simple to serve and      
traditionally enjoyed by children. However, two varieties of peanut butter are available, so       
parents who decide to offer their children peanut butter must further choose between creamy 
and crunchy. Because pieces of peanut can make spreading more difficult and because even 
those who prefer crunchy can accept creamy, whereas the reverse is not as common, creamy 
peanut butter is better than crunchy peanut butter.  

 

Discussion  

 

    “Parents must decide what foods to serve their children”  

 

 Context  — Identifies the broad topic (foods) as well as positioning that topic within a 
real-life situation (parents feeding their children).  

 

 Significance — For parents, this situation is meaningful.  
 

   “One available option is peanut butter”  

 

 Topic — Narrows the topic from broad to specific, from “foods” to “peanut butter.” 

 

“Because pieces of peanut can make spreading more difficult and be-
cause even those   who prefer crunchy can accept creamy, whereas the 
reverse is not as common.”  

 

 Preview — Mentions two issues the paper will discuss to “prove” the thesis. 

 

   “Creamy peanut butter is better than crunchy peanut butter.” 

 

 Thesis — Directly states the point of the whole paper. 

 

  

Select information taken from  
Lunsford, Ronald F. and Bill Bridges. 


