


 

 

Inadvertent Plagiarism  

 

 Inadvertent plagiarism occurs when a student commits one of the following careless 
 mistakes: 

 They quote, paraphrase, or summarize a source without proper citation. 

 

 They adopt someone else’s methods or ideas without proper citation. 

 

 They use the exact words from a source — and provide citation — but fail to put those 
 words in quotation marks. 

 

 They paraphrase a source — and provide citation — but the paraphrase is too  
 similar to the original document. 

 

Tips to Help You Avoid Plagiarism  

 

 Cite the source of every quotation, paraphrase, or summary. If you are unsure how to 
 cite, consult the style guide requested by your instructor or consult the Academic  
 Success Center handouts for the specified citation style. 

 

  Do not paraphrase too closely. 

 

 Cite any ideas or methods that are not your own. 

 

 When in doubt, cite. 

 Signal every quotation with quotation marks, even when you cite its source. Your reader 
 needs to know exactly which words are not yours. 

 

 Think about it this way: if the person you borrowed from read your report, would she 
 recognize your work — including paraphrases, summaries, and general ideas or  
 methods — as her own? 

 

 Citations are rarely needed for common knowledge if: you are confident your readers 
 already know the information and/or the information could easily be found by anyone 
 with general reference sources. Remember: what is common knowledge to you might 
 not be common knowledge to your reader. 

 

 

 


