


 

 

 

Tips 

 Compare and contrast the points of your paper to see what ideas belong together. 
 

 Consider which order allows for smooth transitions from point to point. Transitions work 
 best when the relationships between points have a logical relationship. 
 

 The so-called “five paragraph format” does not work for all academic papers. You will 
 generally have more than five paragraphs. 

 

General Organization 

 While some assignments call for specific structures, many use this traditional format: 
 Introduction, Body Paragraphs, Conclusion. The Sam Houston Academic Success 
 Center has handouts for each of these. 
 

 Generally, you should identify the major points that support your thesis. These will be 
 the topics of the body paragraphs. Cover one major point at a time, fleshing out each 
 with sub-points, specifics, quotes, explanations, etc. Begin a new paragraph when you 
 move to a new major point. For more help with paragraphing, including how to structure 
 the paragraphs and how they relate to your thesis statement, consult the Academic 
 Success Center’s handout on Topic Sentences. Below is an example of an outline for 
 body paragraphs in an essay discussing the characteristics of sharks: 
 

   I. Topic: Sharks—Characteristics 
    A. Senses 
     i. Smell 
     ii. Sight 
     iii. Magnetic Field 
      a. Ampullae of Lorenzini 
    B. Physical Features 
     i. Streamlined body 
     ii. Teeth 
     iii. Fins 
    C. Etc. 

Information on this handout borrowed from: 
The Longwood Guide to Writing (Second Edition) by Ronald F. Lunsford and Bill Bridges. 

Strategies for College Writing (Second Edition) by Jeanette Harris and Ann Moseley. 


