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Sam Houston State University 
A Member of The Texas State University System 

 
 

President’s Office Policy PRE-27 
UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS (UAS) ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY 
 
 

Scope 

 
This policy applies to: 
 

 Sam Houston State University (SHSU or University) employees and students, operating 
unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) as part of their University employment, activities or 
business in any location on or above SHSU property; 

 Any vendor, guest, third party or other person(s) operating UAS or model aircraft on 
or above SHSU property including but not limited to the university coliseum and 
equestrian center; 

 The purchase or construction of unmanned aircraft systems with SHSU funds, 
accounts, grants or SHSU Foundation accounts, and; 

 The hiring for or contracting of unmanned aircraft services by a SHSU official. 

 
Policy Statement 
 
Operation of UAS, including drones and model aircraft is regulated by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA or Air Traffic Organization), relevant laws of the State of Texas and University 
policies. SHSU will establish procedures required to ensure compliance with those legal 
obligations and to reduce risks to safety, security, and privacy. UAS activity is only permitted on 
the SHSU campus when the use conforms to these authorities and is approved by the UAS 
Advisory Committee. Inherent risks associated with the operation of a UAS may require 
additional insurance, policy considerations and research. 
 
Definitions 
 
Model Aircraft: Model Aircraft is a UAS weighing less than fifty-five (55) pounds, flown for 
recreational purposes according to the FAA’s Model Aircraft Operations guidelines, including 
required FAA Registration. UAS owned or used by SHSU are not, by definition, Model Aircraft. 

 
Nano or Pocket UAS: The FAA has not specifically addressed Nano UAS which are 
unregistered and weigh 0.55 pounds or less (less than 250 grams). Nano and Pocket UAS are 
not permitted on SHSU property. 

 
Pilot in Command (PIC)

http://www.faa.gov/uas/model_aircraft/
http://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/
https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/fly_for_work_business/becoming_a_pilot/


http://webcms.shsu.edu/dept/office-of-research-and-sponsored-programs/compliance/uas.html
http://federaldroneregistration.com/?gclid=CNXt3uXUv9MCFYuKaQod8asKfA
https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/fly_for_work_business/becoming_a_pilot/


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/GV/htm/GV.423.htm
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10. Operators must ensure secure data storage and transfer.  This should include: 
a) Using a standalone computer to connect to the UAS or removable storage 

device. 
b) Verifying a firewall is configured on the computer or mobile device. 
c) Following SHSU Data Classification, Digital Encryption, and Media Sanitization 

IT Policies 
 

11. Authorized UAS operators will receive an approval form from EH&S and must visibly 
display the approval form when operating a UAS on campus. Further, all UAS operators 
will be required to keep and maintain a flight log ready for inspection by members of the 
UAS Advisory Committee upon request. All uses of UAS must comply with the following 
Prohibited Uses: 

 
Prohibited Uses 

 
Each prohibited use applies equally to employees, students, and third parties. 
 

1. UAS shall not be used to monitor or record areas where there is a reasonable 
expectation of privacy in accordance with the law and accepted social norms. These 
areas include, but are not limited to, restrooms, locker rooms, individual residential 
rooms, residential hallways or lounges, changing or dressing rooms, health treatment 
rooms, or other areas as determined by University administration. 

 
2. UAS shall not be used to monitor or record confidential, sensitive, or personal 

information which may be found, for example, on an individual's workspace, on 
computers or on other electronic displays. 

 
3. UAS shall not be weaponized, carry flammable materials or explosives, or used in a 

manner that purposefully compromises the safety and security of individuals and/or 
property. 

 
4. Model, Nano, and Hobbyist aircraft are prohibited on SHSU property. 

 
Exceptions 

 
1. UAS operated under declaration of federal, state, or University emergency may be 

exempt from these guidelines. 

 
2. Appeals may be submitted to the UAS Advisory Committee.  

 
3. Under FAA guidelines, Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR) may apply and must be 

followed. 
 

Purchasing Codes 

1. UAS and related expenses must be coded as follows and should be made on a Purchase 
Requisition through BearKat Buy.   All UAS are required to be tagged and tracked through 
the SHSU Property office.  

a) Drone Maintenance and Repair: 726300 
b) Drone Purchase $0 - $4,999: 736401  
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c) Drone Purchase $5,000 or greater:  737000 
2. Purchases of UAS 


