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Sam Houston State University 
A Member of The Texas State University System 

 
 

President’s Office Policy PRE-27 
UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS (UAS) ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY 
 
 

Scope 

 
This policy applies to: 
 

 Sam Houston State University (SHSU or University) employees and students, operating 
unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) as part of their University employment, activities or 
business in any location on or above SHSU property; 

 Any vendor, guest, third party or other person(s) operating UAS or model aircraft on 
or above SHSU property including but not limited to the university coliseum and 
equestrian center; 

 The purchase or construction of unmanned aircraft systems with SHSU funds, 
accounts, grants or SHSU Foundation accounts, and; 

 The hiring for or contracting of unmanned aircraft services by a SHSU official. 

 
Policy Statement 
 
Operation of UAS, including drones and model aircraft is regulated by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA or Air Traffic Organization), relevant laws of the State of Texas and University 
policies. SHSU will establish procedures required to ensure compliance with those legal 
obligations and to reduce risks to safety, security, and privacy. UAS activity is only permitted on 
the SHSU campus when the use conforms to these authorities and is approved by the UAS 
Advisory Committee. Inherent risks associated with the operation of a UAS may require 
additional insurance, policy considerations and research. 
 
Definitions 
 
Model Aircraft: Model Aircraft is a UAS weighing less than fifty-five (55) pounds, flown for 
recreational purposes according to the FAA’s Model Aircraft Operations guidelines, including 
required FAA Registration. UAS owned or used by SHSU are not, by definition, Model Aircraft. 

 
Nano or Pocket UAS: The FAA has not specifically addressed Nano UAS which are 
unregistered and weigh 0.55 pounds or less (less than 250 grams). Nano and Pocket UAS are 
not permitted on SHSU property. 

 
Pilot in Command (PIC)

http://www.faa.gov/uas/model_aircraft/
http://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/
https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/fly_for_work_business/becoming_a_pilot/
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Property:  Buildings, grounds, land, and airspace owned, leased, or controlled by or controlled 
by SHSU. 

 
UAS Advisory Committee – The SHSU UAS Advisory Committee (Committee) is comprised 
of appointed representatives from the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs (ORSP) - 
Office of Environmental Health & Safety (EH&S), Center for Innovation & Technology, College 
of Science & Engineering Technology, the Center for Excellence in Digital Forensics, and the 
TSUS Office of General Counsel as ex officio.  This Committee is charged with reviewing 
purchases of UAS equipment, requests for use of a UAS, and appeal of the policy, procedures, 

/dept/office-of-research-and-sponsored-programs/compliance/uas/uas.html#03c4192a-0b7d-401e-9e06-d5b6eb8cf0fc
http://federaldroneregistration.com/?gclid=CNXt3uXUv9MCFYuKaQod8asKfA
https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/fly_for_work_business/becoming_a_pilot/
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4. Approvals and/or denials will be communicated to the requestor with copy to the 
University Police by EH&S.  EH&S shall maintain copies of all UAS requests and 
disposition of same.  

 
5. Any University employee, student, or unit seeking to purchase a UAS, the parts to 

assemble a UAS, or UAS services with University funds, including funds disbursed 
through a University account or grant funds, must have the prior approval of the UAS 
Advisory Committee and use purchasing codes provided in this document.  

 
6. Prior to using UAS over SHSU property, a third party must be authorized under a 

contract through SHSU’s Procurement Office, Facilities Use Agreement with UAS 
provision or by execution of a Memorandum of Understanding upon receipt of approval 
for operations from the UAS Advisory Committee. Third parties planning to use UAS 
over SHSU property must provide the requisite commercial general liability insurance 
with a minimum limit per occurrence of $1,000,000 and a minimum aggregate of 
$2,000,000. In addition, the third party must list The Texas State University System 
Board of Regents/Sam Houston State University as additional insured and hold the 
University harmless from any resulting claims or harm to individuals and damage to 
University property. Third parties must submit proof of FAA UAS registration and FAA 
PIC authorization in the form of an FAA remote pilot certificate, FAA 333 Exemption, or 
FAA CERTIFICATE OF WAIVER OR AUTHORIZATION (COA). FAA documents will be 
retained by the office of EHS & RM. 

 
7. During approved operation of a UAS for purposes of recording or transmitting visual 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/GV/htm/GV.423.htm





