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Hail to Sam Houston,
School we love best,
Mighty in battle,
True to the test.
Bearkats so loyal,
Ever we’ll be.
Orange and white will lead
Us to victory!

Hail, Alma Mater
Hats off to you,
Ever you’ll find us
Loyal and true;
Firm and undaunted,
Ever we’ll be,
Here’s to the school we love
Here’s a toast to thee.

SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY ALMA MATER

First verse sung at August 9, 2003 commencement by composer Allen R. Hightower III. Second verse, Anonymous.
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Dear Graduate,

On behalf of Sam Houston State University faculty, administration  

and staff, I want to extend our heartfelt congratulations on your 

well-deserved recognition for your achievements. 

Graduation marks a significant milestone in your life and a new  

beginning. For many, it is a pivotal point, a transition to greater  

responsibilities. For others, it represents another chapter in the pursuit 

of knowledge and lifelong learning. For all, graduation is the  

culmination of effort, a validation of your determination and resiliency.

The significance of such a moment should not be underestimated, as 

every student’s journey is marked by trials and challenges. For the  

class of 2020, you faced an unprecedented test, one that likely  

shattered pre-conceived expectations and affected your perception 

of the future. Each of you shouldered this burden of uncertainty with 

an inner strength that is inspiring to us all.

While we celebrate your accomplishment, we also want to recognize 

those who shared in your journey. Academic and personal achievement 

are not singular endeavors – a constellation of family, friends,  

mentors, and members of the SHSU community helped bring you to 

this moment. So, let this auspicious day be a time of unity, one that 

lifts us all in collective celebration. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Dana G. Hoyt
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BACCALAUREATE GRADUATION  
WITH SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Sam Houston State University is proud to recognize graduating 
Veterans and military members with a specially designed  
veterans stole. The orange stole features camouflage tips  
bearing the SH logo on the right and the American flag with  

Veteran designation on the left. On behalf of the entire Sam 
Houston State University community, President Dana G. Hoyt 
and the SHSU Administrative Officers extend their deepest 
gratitude and congratulations to these distinguished graduates. 

To reflect their achievement, graduates who have earned  
undergraduate academic excellence receive a gold cord at 
graduation plus an appropriate notation on their academic  
transcript. The gold cord indicates one of the following  
academic achievements: Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum 
Laude, Cum Laude, With Academic Distinction, Alpha Chi,  
and Honors Program.

Degrees conferred Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, and  
Summa Cum Laude reflect an outstanding grade point average  
with a minimum of 32 semester hours earned in residence  
(resident classroom instruction). The distinction and corresponding 
grade point averages are: Cum Laude 3.50 - 3.66; Magna Cum 
Laude 3.67 - 3.85; Summa Cum Laude 3.86 - 4.00. 

The Department Academic Distinction Program is an  
individualized learning experience that provides qualified  
students with a comprehensive introduction to meaningful  
research under the guidance of a designated faculty advisor. 

Alpha Chi, a national honor society organized to recognize and 
promote scholastic excellence, is open to all university seniors who 
accepted membership and have achieved a 3.6 or higher grade 
point average on all college-level course work. 

Participation in the Honors College is based on a  
competitive selection process and provides outstanding 
academic opportunities and distinct undergraduate college 
experiences. Upon successful completion of the requirements 
of the Honors College — 24 semester hours of Honors  
courses and two special seminars — the student’s  
academic transcript will indicate graduation “With Honors” 
and the student may wear an Honors medallion with  
academic regalia. To be designated as having graduated 
“With Highest Honors,” the student must also successfully 
complete a special senior project involving original research 
and/or an effort of creative expression. 

NOTE: Semester credit hours earned in correspondence 
courses are not considered “resident classroom instruction” 
hours and are not used in determining the minimum semester 
credit hour requirement for academic honors: Cum Laude, 
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Numerals Denote Academic Honors as of 6/02/2020
1 = Cum Laude	 4 = with Honors/Honors College	
2 = Magna Cum Laude	 5 = with Highest Honors/Honors College 
3 = Summa Cum Laude	 6 = with Academic Distinction in an Academic Discipline 	

Academic honors are designated only for undergraduate students completing their baccalaureate degrees.
Recognized honors at commencement include Latin honors, Honors College, and Academic Distinction. Records protected by confidentiality are not listed. 
The list includes all students who applied through 06/02/2020.

HONOR  
GRADUATES  
SUMMER
Jose Rafael T. Abril 2

Nefertiti Tye Adams 1

Michelle Iveth Amaro 2,4

Anthony Marquise Anderson 1

Teodora Apostol 3

Omar Oziel Barrientos 2

Carolina Marlem Barron 2

Alyssa Ann Barta 2,4

Ashley Loren Bartels 3

Jaime Lynn Becker 1

Kendall Cheyanne Benfer 1

Jessica Lynn Bonilla 1

Elana Marie Boudreaux 1

Meaghan Renee Britton 4

Elizabeth Foster Brunson 1

Antonio Carrillo 1

Evelin Castro 2

Ana Fernanda Chavarria Jimenez 2

Emma Christine Clymer 2

Ceri Marique Cortez 1

Steve Lamont Crawford 1

Marissa Nicole Cristan 2

Cecilia Liseth Cruz 1

Madison Elizabeth Curlee 2

Cassandra Lynn Davila 2

Tanner James Davis 2

Laura Elisabet Davis 2

Taylor Courtney Davis 1

Lisa Samantha Dias 3

Geralynn Elizabeth Dumas 1

Cameron Douglas Durnford 2,4

Ethan David Eichhorst 2

Kelsie Lynn Eisenman 2

Paris Makayla Joycelyn Fields 4

Katherine Danielle Fornea 1

Sierra Parker Freeze 2

Elizabeth Anne Frey 3

Immaculate O. Fri 1

Mikayla Grace Fulwider 2

Bianca Denise Garcia 2

Rebeca Lynette Gonzalez 3

Stacie Williams Gonzalez 2

Kayla Rose Gorman 3

Laurel Dianne Gracu 9 184.3<3.7,0cun 

B i a n c a  D u r n f o r d  

Immaculate O. Fri 

3

Ethan  Durnford 

22



SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT	 SPRING/SUMMER 202010 SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT	 SPRING/SUMMER 2020 11



SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT	 SPRING/SUMMER 202012 SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT	 SPRING/SUMMER 2020 13

MASTER DEGREES 



SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT	 SPRING/SUMMER 202014 SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT	 SPRING/SUMMER 2020 15

Jose De Jesus Frias, BBA 
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Christina Lynn Mcgregor, BBA 
Austin Travis McWilliams, BBA 
James Edward Meitzen Jr., BBA 
Helen Juditt Mendoza, BBA 
Makayla Rene Mills, BBA 
Arnulfo A. Miramontes, BBA 
Jalen Elijah Morris, BBA 
Spencer Garrett Murdock, BBA 
Matthew Lee Palla, BBA 
Konner Lorac Patton, BBA 
Max Braydon Pendley, BBA 
Blanca E. Plascencia, BBA 
Florencia Olivare Pounds, BBA 
Tyler Ofield Pounds, BBA 

Stephanie Presa, BBA 
Cassee Alexa Prince, BBA 
Jasmine Rodriguez, BBA 
Jonathan Rodriguez, BBA 
Omar Rosales, BBA 
Jessica Jasmine Saavedra, BBA 
Karina Sanchez, BBA 
Richard LeRoy Schwartz Jr., BBA 
Cesar Alejandro Sequeira, BBA 
Christopher Bradley Shelton, BBA 
Victoria Lynn Skinner, BBA 
George Andrew Spencer, BBA 
Spencer Allen Thurman, BBA 
William Kyle Turner, BBA 

Andres Felipe Vargas, BBA 
Hunter J. Vasquez, BBA 
Stephany Vasquez, BBA 
Salvador Arredondo Vela III, BBA 
Brittany Nicole Wagers, BBA 
James Tyler Washington III, BBA 
Julia Elaine Westmoreland, BBA 
Taylor Wm. Blake Wildman, BBA 
Brittany Michelle Willoughby, BBA 
Dana Michelle Winters, BBA 
Cody Grant Wolf, BBA 
Jonathan Samuel Wooddell, BBA 
Mercedes Rudy Yanes, BBA

The academic costume worn at official functions today  
originated in the Middle Ages, when a warm gown and 
hood were useful to university scholars and clerics in 
unheated buildings. Through the years, the growth in 
the number of universities caused confusion about the 
proper regalia so a Code on Academic Costume was 
established. Today, The American Council on Education 
reviews and updates these traditions. 

The four-sided mortarboard is recommended for both 
men and women. The cap is always black and should 
match the material of the robe.
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MASTER DEGREES 

Destiny Brianne Adams, MS
Schaffni Jajova Alfred, MS
Valerian Albert Bilski III, MS
Laura Clare Bobrick, MS
Kenneth Reed Bradshaw III, MS
Talitha Elizabeth Burtis, MS
Rebecca Mae Cotterman, MS
Kathryn Delgado, MS
Shelby Lane Dietrich, MA 
Eric Ernesto Estrada, MS
Emily Elizabeth Fairbanks, MS
Trinity C’Eren Fisher, MS
Regina Nicole Fonseca, MS
Keeyahna Nikkole Foster, MS
Kacey Cole Frazier, MS
Valerie Brooke Godwin Gallimore, MS
Harlie Shae Gooch, MS
La’Sha M. Haynes, MS
Ronald Wesley Jones, MS
Sibgha Maryam Khan, MS
Wajahat Nawaz Khan, MS
Kirsten Danielle Koryciak, MS
David Paul Kraus, MS
Brittney Lynn Lee, MS
Sydney Irene Luerding, MS
Janovia Latifah Mason, MS
Lirio Nelon, MS
John Kevin Nichols, MS
Paige Kaylea Noel, MS
Jeffrey S. Norris, MS
Denise Roshell Oguin, MS
Katherine Ortiz, MS
Patricia Michelle Pfeiffer, MS
Robert E. Pitts, MS
Ivett Salinas, MS
Sergio Manuel Salinas, MS
Crystal Sarah Santos, MS
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DOCTORAL DEGREES 

Slimane Aboulkacem, EdD
Privacy Literacy 2.0: A Three-Layered Approach  
Comprehensive Literature Review
Chair: Dr. Hannah R. Gerber

Sara Elizabeth Dempster, EdD
Program Personnel’s Value of Digital Age Skills in  
Comprehensive Transition Programs
Chair: Dr. Vickie Mitchell

Jane Maxine Denison-Furness, EdD
Transitioning from Soldier to Student: A Phenomenological  
Study of Military Service Member and Veteran Students at  
an Oregon Community College
Chair: Dr. Nara Martirosyan 

Elizabeth Baker Gound, EdD
Digital Literacies of My Former Preservice Teachers:  
Are They Being Prepared?
Chair: Dr. Hannah R. Gerber

Catherine June King, PhD
The Experience of Being a Supervisor Using  
Collaborative Practices
Chair: Dr. Richard Watts

John Phillip Maynard, EdD
Differences in Male and Female First-Time-In-College  
Student Enrollment at Texas Community Colleges:  
A Multiyear, Statewide Investigation
Chair: Dr. John R. Slate

Ana Marcela Montenegro Sanchez, EdD
Select Costa Rican Secondary Teachers’ Perceptions of  
Their Experiences About the Incorporation of Mobile Devices  
in the Classrooms
Chair: Dr. Hannah R. Gerber

Amy Gail Nabors, EdD
A Study of Faculty and Students’ Perceived Use of  
Good Practices Inside and Outside of Developmental  
Mathematics Classrooms
Chair: Dr. Linda Zientek

Barbara J. Stanford, EdD
Expertise at Full Throttle: A Two-Year Ethnographic Examination 
of Distributed Cognition and Workplace Literacies in MotoGP
Chair: Dr. Hannah R. Gerber

Faida Assata Stokes, EdD
The Effects of Choice on High-Stakes Reading Assessments
Chair: Dr. Chase Young

Rachel M. Valle, EdD
Differences in Student Affairs Assessment Culture by Institutional 
Size and Geographic Region
Chair: Dr. Matthew B. Fuller

SPRING GRADUATES

MASTER DEGREES 

Mandana Abedi Koupaei, MA 
Claudia Veronica Alba, MA 
Gabrielle Milan Alexander, MEd 
Angela Anderson, MEd 
Mayra Andrade, MEd 
Scott Ardill, MEd 
Katlyn Misty Attebery, MEd 
Alexandra Elise Avery, MEd 
Brandy Elizabeth Bacchus, MEd 
Elizabeth Moody Banda, MLS
Terrica Barnes, MEd 
Kimberlyn Marie Berry, MEd 
Tiffany Wiggers Bird, MEd 
Tara Dawn Bleecker, MEd 
Britanie Hart Box, MEd 
Trey L. Bradford, MEd 

Laura Christine Braun, MEd 
Justin Eduard Bustamante, MA 
Sara Caballero, MEd 
Tiffany Lynn Cannon, MEd 
Anna Olivia Carroll, MEd 
Sarah Nicole Casarez, MA 
Samantha Jo Castellanos, MA 
Tracey Michelle Cheiffetz, MA 
Dorie Ye-Win Chen, MEd 
Erica Danielle Choate, MA 
Lauren Danielle Cole, MA 
Samantha Jean Cornelius, MEd 
Christina Victoria Cross, MA 
Amanda Michelle Cruddas, MEd 
Huong Thu-Thi Dang, MEd 
Emily Ann Daniel, MA 
Kristi Diane Davis, MLS
Kestra Lynn Derise, MEd 
Kathleen Marian Deshotel, MA 

Angelica Marie Diaz, MEd 
Alyssa Lynn Dickens, MEd 
Sara Jane Diehl, MEd 
Mindy Nicole Dorr, MLS
Danielle A. Downum, MEd 
Melinda Sue Engelmohr, MLS
Christy Lynn Erwin, MEd 
Angelica Esparza, MEd 
Rebekah Elizabeth Ethridge, MEd 
Megan Elizabeth Henson Evans, MEd 
Janelle Lyn Farabaugh, MA 
Carissa Marie Ferguson, MA 
Laura Flores, MEd 
Sandra Lee Flores, MEd 
Crystal Dawn Fonville, MA 
Anthony Joseph Froelich, MA 
Kelli Ann Fuller, MA 
Reichal L. Gallegos-Winn, MEd 
Brooke Elizabeth Gatley, MEd 

Comparative and Global Education MEd
Counseling MA  
Counselor Education PhD
Curriculum and Instruction MEd
Developmental Education Administration EdD
Educational Leadership EdD
Higher Education Administration MA 
Higher Education Leadership EdD
Instructional Leadership MEd

Instructional Systems Design and Technology MEd, EdD
Interdisciplinary Studies BA, BS
Library Science MLS
Literacy EdD
Reading/Language Arts MEd
School Counseling MEd
School Leadership MEd  
Special Education MA, MEd 
TESOL MEd

DEGREES AWARDED IN THE 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

DR. STACEY L. EDMONSON, DEAN
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N On behalf of the College of Education, it is my pleasure to congratulate you on your graduation.  

You have achieved a great milestone, and we applaud you for this accomplishment. We recognize  

the hard work, commitment, and discipline that you have put forward in order to reach this point.  

We also want to thank the parents, friends, and other special people in your life who contributed  

to this accomplishment.   

As you pursue your career in the field of education, know that you have chosen one of the most  

important, impactful professions our country has to offer. We commend you on this choice and know that 

you will have a positive influence on the future of our nation, our communities, and our children. As an 

educator you will face a variety of challenges. You will also possess limitless opportunities to truly touch 

the future and to make a difference. Our hope for you as you graduate from the College of Education 

is that you always dare greatly, that you move forward after your graduation celebrations today and 

begin a career marked by caring, service, and integrity.  

We challenge you to embrace this responsibility and use the tools and skills you have developed at  

Sam Houston State University to give of yourself in the greatest way possible. Be the type of educator 

that, when the next generation of students is asked who made a lasting difference in their lives, the  
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Natalie Nicole Giehl-Booth, MEd 
Erin Hawthorne Goad, MLS
Kaitlyn P. Grant, MEd 
Michael Patrick Groves, MA 
Sandra G. Guerrero, MLS
Brittany Katherine Hall, MEd 
Dominic Marie Hammock, MEd 
Chasity Janae Hawthorne-Lampton, MEd 
Ariel Henson, MEd 
Erin Elizabeth Hines, MEd 
Jessica Nicole Hitt, MA 
Joel Elizabeth Hostetler, MA 
James Austin Howard, MEd 
Mary Michelle Hudson, MEd 
Terrance Jermaine Hudson, MA 
Stormie Taylor Hughes, MEd 
Abby Marie Hurt, MA 
Oluwasola Kevin Ijoyah, MA 
Rebecca Elizabeth Jahr, MEd 
Meghan Marie Janecek, MEd 
Kourtney Suzanne Johnson, MEd 
Lona Marie Johnson, MEd 
Charity April Joseph, MEd 
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SUMMER GRADUATES

MASTER DEGREES 

Jessica Renae Altman, MEd
Karen Marie Anthony, MLS
Lyza Nicte Aranda, MLS
Melissa Katherine Atterberry, MLS
Sylvia Juanita Avila, MEd
Melissa A. Barlow, MEd
Milissa K. Beechem, MLS
Kayla Machelle Belk, MA
Elaina Carole Berger, MEd
Kendall Meadows Bordelon, MEd
Chandler Leigh Bowen, MEd
Jilynda Matilda Brown, MEd
Kari Nicole Bush, MEd
Wendy Lauren Buth, MA
Kaitlyn Robinson Carpenter, MLS
Crystal Irene Castaneda, MA
Raymond Edward Conley, MEd
Yesenia Cortez, MLS
Jaime Michelle Cummings, MEd
Elizabeth Angelica Cunningham, MEd
Jordan Taylor Danna, MEd
Laura Nataly De La Rosa, MEd
Loni T. Dearman, MEd
Jose Ygnacio Dejesus Gil, MA
Daelynn Rose Delarosa, MEd

Lauren Shelby Delossantos, MEd
Erin Anne Durham, MLS
Ione D’nae Escamilla, MLS
Giovana Francesca Flores, MA
Amanda R. Flournoy, MLS
Jennifer N. Garcia, MEd
Karen Judith Garcia, MEd
Concepcion Ramirez Gonzalez, MLS
Joanna Gonzalez, MEd
Heather R. Gooch, MA
Alexiz Mitchell Gutierrez, MEd
Graciela Gutierrez, MLS
Amanda Hensley Hamilton, MEd
Kara Dale Harper, MLS
Danielle Rae Hawkins, MA
Steven L. Hegwood, MEd
Taylor Lauren Hitt, MEd
Fallon Reed Johnston, MEd
Rosa Isela Juarez, MEd
Marielle Joan King, MEd
Christina Evangeline Knape, MLS
Cassandra G. Lackey, MLS
Avery Ranae Long, MEd
Jamie Marie Lorenz, MEd
Analisa Madrid, MEd
Dyan Collins Marek, MLS
Michela Cheyenne Marshall, MEd
Salma Martinez, MEd

Kennedi Annette Mathews, MEd
Jayla Raynita McAdory, MA
Joshalyn Evette McHargue, MA
Kelsey Lynn Micheletti, MEd
Rayshuna Jenae Miller, MEd
Veronica Montes, MA
Caitlin Marie Moore, MLS
Cassandra Murda3(jnn o1 ()2 d[(Caitlin Marie Moor)19.r)1 -1.211n
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DEGREES AWARDED IN THE 
COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES

DR. RODNEY C. RUNYAN, DEAN
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ES On behalf of the College of Health Sciences, I wish to congratulate you for this achievement and  

significant milestone in your academic life. Whether undergraduate or graduate degree,  

commencement signals the completion of a formal education. The faculty and staff are confident  

the knowledge, skills, habits, and attitudes refined and acquired during your time here provide a  

foundation to embark on a successful career or further graduate education.

The demand for health sciences’ professionals increases across our local, state, and global communities. 
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Kurt Kalousek, BA 
Jeanne Marie Kessler, BA 
Craig Ryan Kimball, BS
Kiera Nicole Kirby, BS
Alexis Jade Kring, BS
Jordan Matthew Lambdin, BS
Nereyda Berenice Lagunas, BA
Scott Lane, BA 
Raeleigh Lauren Lang, BS
Nicole Brianne Lanham, BS
Brandy Linda LaVallie, BA 
Candace Aliyah LeBlanc, BS
Christine Marie Leshe, BA 
Morgan L. Lillegard, BS
Janet Jean Linsley, BA 
Chernika L. Lipscomb, BA 
Jaiden Kerstina Long, BA
Claudia V. Lopez, BS
Devin M. Lopez, BA 
Juan Antonio Lopez, BS
Angel R. Lorenzo, BA 
Amanda Nicole Lugo-Torres, BA 
Alan Christopher Lurhuma Katende, BS
Miranda Anne Machala, BS
Ryan Mckenna Madison, BS
John Paul Ferrer Magalong, BS
Keilah Guerrero Mahan, BA 
Chelsey Jordan Malone, BA 
Kristen Salmon Marrero-Choe, BS
Emily Kathryn Martin, BS
Eunice Estefania Martinez, BS
Brooke Ashley Massegee, BA 
Symone Danae Masters, BS
Esmeralda Arleene Mata, BA
Savannah Leigh Mathews, BA 
Jemarcus Tyler Mayo, BS
Sarah Lyn McFarlain, BS
Taryn Renee Meyer, BS
Sofie Claude Jacqueline Mifsud, BS
Erika Ann Minnix, BS
Auburn Leigh Mitchell, BS
Steven Thomas Mize, BS
Danyra Montoya, BS
Eric Philip Monypenny, BA 
Kristen Blair Moody, BS
Courtney Robin Moore, BS
Maria Jose Mora, BA 
Austin Alan Morales, BA 
Veronica Iris Morales, BA 
Terrance C. Motley, BS
Morgan Taylor Mount, BA 
Hannah E. Mourino, BS
Joshua Wade Muniz-Gaines, BA 
Katlyn Madison Neeley, BS
Kortney Breanna Nelms, BA 
Hannah Renee Neuhoff, BS
Baldemar Nunez Jr., BA 
Amanda Olveda, BS
Martha R. Ontiveros, BS

Sarah Catherine Orr, BA 
Katelyn Mae Osborn, BS
Ese Cassidy Osiobe, BA 
Timothy Daniel O’Sullivan, BA 
Jamie Lynn Owens, BA 
Samantha Padilla, BA 
Aryn Christopher Pena, BS
Krystina Daniele Perez, BS
Sydney Brooke Perkins, BA 
Amanda Renee Pfluger, BA 
Linda Pham, BS
Gabriel A. Pizarro, BA 
Alexandra D. Porras, BS
Caleb Ray Marcus Potter, BA 
arro, BA 





SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT	 SPRING/SUMMER 2020



SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT	 SPRING/SUMMER 202040


