
SHSU	  Faculty	  Senate	  Minutes	  	  
Sam	  Houston	  State	  University	  
22	  October	  2015	  
3:30	  p.m.	  –	  5:00	  p.m.	  
LSC	  304	  
	  
Chair	  Lisa	  Shen	  called	  the	  meeting	  to	  order	  at	  3:35	  p.m.	  
	  
In	  attendance:	  Irfan	  Ahmed,	  Nancy	  Baker,	  Jonathan	  Breazeale,	  Madhu	  Choudhary,	  
Diane	  Dowdey,	  Karla	  Eidson,	  William	  Jasper,	  Jeff	  Littlejohn,	  William	  Lutterschmidt	  ,	  
Karen	  Miller,	  Sheryl	  Murphy-‐Manley,	  Lisa	  Shen,	  Stacy	  Ulbig	  	  
	  
Absent:	  	  Joan	  Bytheway;	  Randy	  Garner;	  Donna	  Cox;	  David	  McTier;	  Gary	  Oden;	  John	  
Domino;	  Debbi	  Hatton;	  Jason	  Payton;	  Tracy	  Bilsing;	  Don	  Bumpass;	  Mark	  Frank;	  
Andrea	  Foster;	  Diana	  Nabors;	  Melinda	  Miller;	  James	  Landa;	  Mark	  Klespis;	  Douglas	  
Ullrich;	  Dwayne	  Pavelock	  
	  
Approval	  of	  Minutes	  
The	  approval	  of	  minutes	  of	  the	  October	  8th	  meeting	  has	  been	  postponed.	  	  	  	  
	  
Special	  guests	   	  
Bala	  Maniam	  



Dr.	  Maniam	  explained	  the	  proposed	  change	  re:	  eligibility	  as	  a	  committee	  decision	  
based	  on	  common	  practice	  at	  other	  institutions	  and	  on	  having	  departments	  provide	  
a	  basic	  filtering	  of	  who	  has	  demonstrated	  excellence.	  The	  committee	  felt	  that	  
consideration	  should	  only	  be	  given	  to	  those	  holding	  the	  rank	  of	  Full	  Professor,	  as	  
achieving	  this	  status	  (and	  being	  promoted	  by	  one’s	  department)	  requires	  excellent	  
teaching,	  excellent	  service,	  and	  an	  excellent	  record	  of	  research	  and	  publication.	  The	  
committee	  wanted	  candidates	  to	  be	  outstanding	  in	  all	  three	  areas;	  if	  one	  were	  
remarkable	  in	  teaching	  and	  service	  but	  never	  achieved	  full	  professor	  status,	  this	  
would	  imply	  never	  having	  reached	  a	  level	  of	  excellence	  in	  research	  and	  publication.	  





A	  senator	  requested	  clarification	  of	  the	  membership	  of	  the	  review	  committee.	  The	  
policy	  states	  that,	  of	  the	  9	  members,	  3	  should	  hold	  the	  Distinguished	  Professor	  title.	  
Out	  of	  the	  3,	  at	  least	  one	  should	  hold	  that	  rank	  for	  at	  least	  5	  years.	  So,	  can	  other	  
members	  not	  hold	  these	  ranks/honors?	  In	  the	  case	  of	  the	  newer	  colleges,	  we	  would	  
need	  to	  allow	  people	  onto	  the	  committee	  who	  were	  not	  Distinguished	  Professors.	  
Dr.	  Maniam	  explained	  that	  the	  provost	  can	  select	  other	  people	  from	  other	  colleges,	  
not	  just	  professors	  with	  the	  rank/honor	  of	  Distinguished	  Professor.	  	  
	  
At	  this	  point,	  the	  Senate	  thanked	  Dr.	  Maniam	  and	  Dr.	  Olson	  for	  their	  time	  and	  helpful	  
answers	  to	  the	  Senate’s	  many	  questions,	  and	  Dr.s	  Maniam	  and	  Olson	  left.	  	  
	  
As	  only	  13	  senators	  out	  of	  31	  were	  present,	  there	  was	  not	  a	  quorum	  as	  is	  required	  
for	  matters	  involving	  votes,	  etc.	  The	  Senate	  decided	  to	  continue	  discussing	  the	  issue	  
of	  the	  Distinguished	  Professor	  policy.	  In	  the	  course	  of	  the	  discussion,	  	  Chair	  Lisa	  
Shen	  informed	  the	  Senate	  that	  the	  Provost	  understands	  some	  of	  the	  Senate’s	  
concerns,	  but	  does	  not	  agree	  with	  all	  of	  them.	  	  She	  told	  the	  Senate	  that	  we	  can	  make	  
recommendations	  to	  the	  Provost	  of	  changes	  we	  want	  to	  see,	  and	  he	  will	  decide	  
which	  changes	  to	  adopt.	  	  
	  
A	  senator	  commented	  that	  his	  department	  had	  to	  do	  a	  lot	  of	  work	  to	  find	  a	  list	  of	  
Distinguished	  Professors	  a	  few	  years	  ago,	  and	  this	  raised	  a	  number	  of	  problems.	  The	  
faculty	  doesn’t	  know	  what	  the	  results	  look	  like	  when	  the	  committee	  has	  decided	  on	  
nominees.	  We	  should	  have	  a	  list	  of	  all	  Distinguished	  Professors	  and	  a	  brief	  
biography	  for	  each,	  so	  people	  can	  see	  what	  a	  successful	  nominee	  looks	  like.	  Right	  
now,	  it’s	  a	  mystery	  as	  to	  who	  receives	  the	  honor	  and	  why,	  when	  this	  needs	  to	  be	  
clear	  and	  public.	  This	  would	  help	  a	  department	  to	  figure	  out	  whom	  to	  nominate	  and	  
why.	  Finally,	  SHSU	  should	  keep	  names	  on	  the	  list	  even	  if	  the	  person	  is	  no	  longer	  
here,	  because	  a	  complete	  list	  provides	  an	  example	  of	  who	  was	  seen	  as	  worthy	  of	  the	  
honor.	  We	  could	  also	  include	  those	  who	  have	  died,	  as	  examples	  of	  what	  counted	  in	  
the	  past.	  	  
	  
Other	  senators	  added	  that	  the	  policy	  says	  that	  people	  given	  the	  title	  are	  intended	  to	  
hold	  it	  forever.	  So,	  even	  if	  you	  die,	  you	  should	  still	  have	  the	  title.	  If	  you	  leave	  the	  
TSUS	  system,	  the	  honor	  should	  still	  be	  on	  your	  c.v.	  We	  ought	  to	  have	  it	  on	  our	  
website	  so	  it	  can	  be	  double-‐checked	  and	  documented.	  	  
	  
	  
Calendar	  
Chair	  Lisa	  Shen	  invited	  discussion	  of	  the	  proposed	  academic	  calendar	  for	  2016-‐
2017.	  Senators	  had	  a	  number	  of	  comments	  to	  offer.	  	  
	  
The	  drop-‐date	  was	  an	  issue	  of	  concern.	  Chair	  Shen	  reminded	  everyone	  that,	  pre-‐
2013,	  the	  calendar	  drop	  date	  was	  the	  last	  day	  of	  class.	  During	  2013,	  there	  was	  a	  lot	  
of	  discussion	  on	  the	  drop	  date.	  In	  February	  2103,	  the	  University	  Affairs	  committee	  
wanted	  the	  date	  moved	  to	  the	  12th	  week	  of	  class.	  



this	  recommendation	  was	  sent	  forward.	  Chair	  Shen	  explained	  that	  11.25	  weeks	  into	  
the	  semester	  would	  be	  a	  compromise	  between	  the	  last	  day	  and	  the	  10th	  week.	  That	  
is	  where	  the	  drop	  date	  is	  currently	  (between	  11th	  and	  12th	  week)	  –



and	  can	  be	  requested	  only	  by	  law	  enforcement.	  During	  Legislative	  Session	  #80,	  
Texas	  lawmakers	  changed	  the	  law	  to	  make	  those	  records	  confidential	  and	  available	  
only	  to	  law	  enforcement.	  The	  Department	  of	  Safety	  will	  provide	  the	  name,	  DOB,	  race	  
and	  zip	  code	  of	  such	  persons,	  and	  those	  persons	  will	  be	  informed	  that	  their	  
information	  was	  requested,	  by	  whom,	  and	  for	  what	  purpose.	  	  
	  
Chair	  Shen	  urged	  senators	  to	  encourage	  colleagues	  to	  fill	  out	  the	  survey	  on	  campus	  
carry.	  Ms.	  Beassie	  will	  be	  preparing	  FAQs	  for	  any	  questions	  that	  can	  be	  handled	  in	  
this	  way.	  Survey	  comments	  will	  go	  right	  to	  the	  committee	  for	  consideration,	  as	  input	  
into	  the	  policies	  being	  devised.	  	  
	  
Once	  the	  campus	  carry	  policies	  have	  been	  written	  by	  the	  tentative	  deadline	  of	  
February	  1


