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Campus Design Standards 
 
The building design shall follow the guidelines established in the University or Agency Master Plan as 
well as the guidelines in this document. In the event of a conflict between standards established in a 
Master Plan and this document the Campus Master Plan shall govern. In lieu of master plan guidelines the 
design shall blend with campus standards and neighboring buildings. The design shall also conform to 
neighboring building setbacks, roof lines, etc. 
 
BIM Requirements 
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Codes and Standards 
 
Comply with all state and Federal laws applicable to construction. The Project A/E and the FPC Project 
Manager shall also cooperate with municipalities when tying into local utilities.  Architect and Engineer 
shall design to the latest codes and standards adopted at start of design. 
 
SEE APPENDIX V & VI for City of Huntsville & SHSU Details  
 
 
General Requirements 
 
The Project A/E shall design SHSU projects to comply with the current editions of the following codes 
and standards and advise the Owner of code revisions having impact on the project design. 
 
The State Fire Marshal is the code Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) for all issues pertaining to NFPA 
101 Life Safety Codes.  FPC is responsible for facilitating resolution of conflicts and interpretations for 
these non-NFPA 101 codes after a thorough and joint discussion.  Sam Houston State University shall 
designate an AHJ for all other codes and requirements. 
 
The Project A/E shall prepare a written codes and standards analysis, “Building Code Analysis,” for each 
project for review by FPC.  This analysis shall provide a side-by-side comparison of the requirements of 
the listed codes and standards.  The comparison shall include all code items and an indication of which 
code requirement is being applied to the project. In the absence of a careful and thorough discussion by 
the design team of a specific conflict between the codes, the default is to design to the more stringent or 
robust code. These code discussions are project-specific and on an item by item basis within the codes. 
The final approved Building Code Analysis shall be included in the construction documents for future 
reference. 
 
In the event of the need for interpretation among the codes and standards, the Project A/E shall inform 
FPC of the need for an interpretation and FPC will establish the requirements for compliance. 
 
Local municipal building codes are not applicable to construction on State of Texas properties, which 
includes all properties owned by Sam Houston State University. 
 
However, if it is necessary for a local authority to review any aspect of the project, such review shall be 
arranged by the FPC. 
 
FPC may also require the Project A/E to comply with certain provisions from the local fire department 
that provides fire protection services for the University. These provisions may include locations and 
dimensions for firefighting access, including fire lanes; locations and specifications for stand pipes, fire 
hose cabinets, fire control room, and fire hose connections; elevator requirements; and other similar 
matters. 
 
The Project A/E shall be required to provide a statement that the project is designed in compliance with 
applicable codes and standards. The following statement shall be included on the general information 
page adjacent to the project building code summary. 
 

Design & Construction Standards, Revised February 2016  BASIS OF DESIGN - 3  
 



SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY       
4.00.00 – BASIS OF DESIGN             
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS                                                               February 2016 
 
“Life Safety Code Compliance: The Architect/Engineer of Record acknowledges that construction 
projects for Sam Houston State University must, at a minimum, be designed in accordance with the 
requirements of National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 101, Life Safety Code, as currently adopted 
by the State Fire Marshal, Texas Government Code sec. 417.008(e). Therefore, the Architect/Engineer of 
Record affirms that, to the best of his/her professional judgment, knowledge, and belief, the design of 
this project satisfies the requirements of NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, as well as any other codes or 
standards made applicable to the project by the professional services agreement.” 
 
 
 
Design Basis 
 
1. Current adopted version of NFPA 101 
2. Current adopted version International Building Code. 
 
Architectural Design 
 

1. SHSU Exterior Signage Standards:  SEE APPENDIX I 
2. SHSU Interior Signage Standards:  SEE APPENDIX II 
3. S
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Acoustic Design 
 
Design in accordance with good practice to achieve conventional ambient noise levels qualified in Noise 
Criteria (NC) defined in current ASHRAE Applications Volume, Chapter 42 and ANSI S1.8 Reference 
Quantities for Acoustical Levels – ASA 84. 
 
The ambient sound level of an occupied space is not to exceed the following NC listed for its respective 
typical occupancy unless specifically directed otherwise by the System Member representative or the 
project Program of Requirements. Spatial forms, materials, assemblies, systems and equipment selections 
are to be designed as required to achieve a standard quality of specified level of maximum background 
noise. 
 
Typical Occupancy     Maximum Noise Criteria (NC) 
 
Apartment/Dorms 
Individual rooms/suites      50 
Meeting/Banquet rooms     35 
Halls, corridors & lobbies     40 
Service/support areas     45 
 
Offices 
Executive       30 
Conference Rooms      30  
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Permits & Submissions 
 
The Project A/E is required to submit sealed documents for an accessibility review. The required review 
should be accomplished by a Registered Accessibility Specialist located near the project site. The same 
Registered Accessible Specialist (RAS) will be utilized for the plan review and the post construction 
inspection. 
 
The A/E will be required to secure permits from state and federal government agencies when necessary, 
such as Texas Department of Highways and Public Transportation, Health Department, etc. The cost of 
any permits will be borne by the Owner.  
 
The Project A/E will complete and submit the Energy Conservation Design Standard Certification form 
fo
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Building Materials 
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service tunnels, etc. are discouraged in areas subject to flooding. Should below-grade service areas or 
basements be required, they should not have openings located below the 500yr+2ft in areas subject 
to flooding, or below grade of the surrounding terrain in areas not subject to flooding. 
 
Building Entrances 
 
All Public entrances shall have at least one (1) complete path of entrance with a power-operated opener. 
 
All exterior doors must be designed for control by the University remote access control system. 
 
All main entry points to a building must be provided with a vestibule that performs as 
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Egress Stairs 
 
The location and design of egress stairs within buildings should encourage their use for everyday vertical 
circulation. Magnetic door hold open devices, interconnected to the building fire alarm system, are 
allowed to keep interior doors to egress stairs in an open position to encourage their use. 
 
Stairwells shall have an outlet on every landing.  (Not required in residence halls) 
 
 
Area of Refuge 
 
Area of Refuge shall be provided at each level without ground access in all buildings with elevators. 
 
Access Panels 
 
Access Panels shall be placed to easily access equipment and shall be sized allow for the removal of the 
largest component of equipment being accessed through the access panel. 
 
Roof Access 
 
Roof access shall meet OSHA standards and shall be provided to all roof levels.  Fall protection shall be 
provided for all roof levels that do not meet OSHA standards.  
 
Equipment Rooms 
 
All mechanical and electrical equipment rooms must be designed with adequate aisle space and 
clearances around equipment to accommodate maintenance from the floor and replacement of items.   
There must be a defined pathway from all equipment rooms to the building exterior of adequate size to 
permit the replacement of equipment. Means of removal of equipment shall be by the most cost efficient 
path approved by the University FPO department. Plans and elevations for all equipment rooms, at a scale 
not less than ¼” = 1’-0”, shall be prepared for each room to indicate that adequate circulation and 
maintenance area
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Rest rooms should be grouped with custodial closets for ease of maintenance and to reduce plumbing 
runs. Rest rooms should be sized to accommodate 
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hangers, and room enough to store cart and floor buffer. These custodial closets should have an area of 
not less than fifty (50) square feet and a minimum clear width of five feet. 
 
Custodial rooms shall be keyed to custodial master. 
 
Custodial closet shall contain the following: 
 
1. Standard 2'x2'x8" floor corner mounted mop sink located close to door. 
2. Wall surface materials around the mop sink must be moisture resistant. 
3. Floors shall be sealed concrete sloped to a minimum 4” floor drain. 
4. Mop Rack – Bobrick B-224 X 30” mounted over service sink. 
5. Provide 12” deep 


